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FAREWELL CEREMONY OF M.D.FRANK 
On Wednesday, the 28th o f  June, the Walloon Church 
in Amsterdam was the focal point for the scientific 
world to commemorate the farewell o f  ASP and North- 
Holland director Mr. Menkes Daniel Frank. 
Anztdst his family, colleagues, staff,  friends and many 
o f  his authors and advisers, he celebrated his last day 
as Managing Director of North-Holland Publishing 
Company which he had managed since 1936. 
The serene atmosphere o f  the Walloon Church, one o f  
the oldest churches in Amsterdam, added to  the occa- 
sion and it had been beautifully decorated with flowers 
as a silent tribute t o  Mr. Frank. 
In order to  avoid the long stream o f  laudatory speeches 
which seem obligatory at such occasions,but are always 
somewhat embarrassing for the victim, another, novel 
way of saying farewell was decided upon: 

First row (right to  left,!: Drs. and Mrs. van Tongeren 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank, Drs. and Mrs. van den Brink 

It is necessary for a scientific publisher to  look ahead 
and form an idea about the future trends in science. It 
is a basic tmth  in our profession that a scientific pub- 
lisher learns by listening to  scientists whose opinion he 
respects and Mr. van Tongeren decided to  present his 
colleague with a last but most impressive "listen-in" t o  
what leaders in scientific research have to  say. He had 
invited four eminent scientists: Professor Dr. C. J.F. Bott- 
cher for the biosciences, Professor Dr. L. Rosenfeld for 
physics, Nobel prize winner Professor Dr. J. Tinbergen 
for economics and mathematician Professor Dr. G .  Zou- 
tendijk for informatics, who presented their views to  
the audience clearly, concisely and understandably for 
scientist and layman alike. 
In his farewell speech Mr. van Tongeren mentioned that 
Mr. Frank, while still a boy, already wanted to  become 
a publisher and has served his profession well - not 
only in his own successful firm but also in the national 
and international publishing associations. 
It was difficult for Mr. van Tongeren and for Mr. Frank 
to  avoid emotions after ten years of so close co-operation. 
Their collaboration had always been a partnership based 
on mutual trust from which a strong bond of friendship 
had grown. Mr. van Tongeren also thanked Mrs. Frank 
for her support and encourangement over the years, 
and then presented to  the Franks a Liber A micorum in 
which their friends, es ecially those from abroad who 
were unable t o  attend 7 he ceremony, had written fond 
sentiments for the Franks. 
The next speaker was the Deputy Mayor of Amsterdam 
who spoke of the importance of North-Holland Pub- 
lishing Company to  the City and the part played by 
Mr. Frank in the success of the Company. He then pro- 
ceeded to  announce that Queen Juliana of the Nether- 
lands had awarded Mr. Frank the distinction of Officer 
in the Order of Oranje Nassau. Mr. Frank was deeply 



moved by the bestowal of this great honour and stated been followed by a formal reception where everyone 
that he regarded this distinction as a shared honour present would wait long and patiently for their turn 
with his colleagues and the staff of the Company. In to say farewell to  the Franks, but Mr. van Tongeren 
his witty speech of thanks Mr. Frank gave tribute t o  abandoned this time-consuming custom and invited 
all the authors and advisers who had encouraged him everyone to come outside into the sunny cobbled court- 
and helped to  build the reputation of North-Holland. yard of the Church where drinks were served and the 
According to Dutch custom the ceremony should have Franks mingled with their guests. 

M.D. Frank, Officer o f  the Order o f  Oranie-Nassau Walloon Church, the audience 

Introducing M E W  
A first issue is usually opened with a statement o f  the publisher or the editors about the aims which the periodical 
hopes to achieve. 

ASPECTS is a publication of Associated Scientific Pub Eishers b. v., the first in fact which has ever appeared under 
this imprint and the only one for the time being, even though ASP is responsible for a world-wide publication 
programme of annually some 175 scientific journals and hundreds of scientific books. 
This statement is seemingly a contradiction, but yet it is true. ASP is the holding company of 7 scientific publishing 
houses in The Netherlands, Great Britain, Switzerland, the United States and Mexico, but it does not at present 
publish itself under its own name. 

The role of ASP is to maintain and increase the strength and pride of the working companies as respected interna- 
tional publishers with their own responsibility for their development and growth. ASP is there to encourage the 
managements in their tasks and work out with them medium and longterm plannings which would seem appropriate 
for the companies themselves as well as for ASP as a group. 
A further task for ASP is to  coordinate our efforts and to  prevent overlap and duplication. 
The aims and duties of ASP are reflected in the division of tasks in the ASP management, Dr. P.J. Vinken devoting his 
attention especially to the new developments in publishing - in subjects as well as in techniques -, Mr. 0. ter Haar 
being responsible for the financial and sales matters and myself as Group director for the general publishing policy 
and the overall welfare o f  the group. 

Now having so many companies in various parts of the world, where the aspects o f  publishing and distribution are 
all different, we feel that we can learn much from each other, provided that we have our own medium in which these 
aspects and experiences can be voiced. 

ASPECTS is open to every member of the ASP staff who wishes t o  communicate serious as well as less serious events 
of life in other ASP environments. Drs. E. van Tongeren 



Prophecies on the 
Future of Science 
Bio-Sciences by Prof. C.J.F. Bottcher 

Some of the prolific developments in the bio-sciences, 
notably in the field of molecular biology, have far- 
reaching implications, scientific as well as social. Since 
the structures of DNA and RNA have become known 
genetic engineering has met with strong ethical opposi- 
tion, but on the other hand research in this field has 
been justified on just the same - humane - grounds. 
Such research in genetic engineering includes: the com- 
posing of new genes in accordance with a presribed pat- 
tern; transplantation of cell nuclei; and the fertilization 
of the mammalian ovum as well as the development of 
embryos in an artificial medium. 

Possible developments in the field of neurobiology are: 

The understanding of the biochemical and electro- 
chemical processes involved in learning and memory. 
Greater understanding of effects of stress on the 
brain and nerves. 
Insight into the causes and effects of aggression and 
fear. 
Improvement in computer design through under- 
standing the activities of the brain. 
Connecting artificial limbs and organs to  the nerves 
for natural movement and response. 
Better diagnosis and treatment of psychiatric dis- 
orders. 
Greater understanding of the biochemical and 
electrochemical processes in sleep and dreaming. 
The effect of drugs, alcohol and other stimulants 
on the brain and the reasons for it. 
New and more effective tranquilizers and drugs for 
nervous diseases. 
Stimulants to increase intelligence and lower the 
need for sleep. 

The medical sector will concentrate on: 

11. Providing total immunisation against infectious 
diseases. 

12. Reduction of the ageing processes, i.e., athero- 
sclerosis, rheumatism, etc. 

Physics by Prof. L. Rosenfeld 

1. More study of the properties of the elementary 
particles and their interactions at very high energies 
in order to  achieve a better knowledge of the fun- 
damental constituents of matter. 

2. Now that Astrophysics and Gravitation Theory have 
become scientifically accepted a great deal of progress 
can be expected in the knowledge of cosmic effects 
and the origin of the Universe. 

3. In the interdisci~linarv fields Droness is expected in -. ~ - -  

biophysics conckning the f&herdevelopment of the 
theory of physical systems existing beyond the 
thermodynamic balance and influenced by non-linear 
interactions. 

4. Close collaboration between physicists, psychologists 
and logicians should lead to  a better developed insight 
into the theoretical foundation of physical knowledge, 
which in turn could be applied successfully in all the 
expanding fields of physics. 

Economics by Prof. J. Tinbergen 
1. Inevitably, as with other scientific disciplines, econom- 

ics will become more and more quantitative. Measure- 
ment will serve to  verify new theories that are to  re- 
  lace intuition in economics. 

3. Collaboration with other disciplines will begin for 
solving world-wide problems such as environmental 
pollution, exhaustion of sources of energy and minerals, 
too rapid growth of world population etc., via econom- 
ic models in which all aspects of human life must be 
integrated. 

4. Further specialisation within economics will become 
necessary as the subject span becomes wider. 

Informatica by Prof. G.  Zoutendijk 
Today it is possible t o  make large enough computers in 
which the processes of the human brain can be simulated, 
but there is no need to  fear that computers will be able 
to  think,because of the enormous division between theory 
and the practical applications. Instead of the complete 
automation which will make human thought unnecessary, 
there are vast possibilities for partial automation in the 
form of dialogue and cooperation between man and 
machine. Human strength lies in the application of ex- 
~erience. drawing analogies. creativitv. intuition. and - ,  

judgement, whe&as the machine is sGperior in exact 
calculations, working systematically and doing repeti- 
tious work. 
We can therefore expect more detailed and realistic com- 
puter models to  assist in the preparation of accurate 
policy decisions in many fields. 

M.D. Frank mingling with the guests 

2. integration of results found in other disciplines such 
as sociology will be increasingly necessary for formal- 
isation of socio-economic policies. Reception in the courtyard 



The evening 
celebrations 
The evening celebrations, exclusively for the Nohum 
staff, were held in the Dutch Communist Party Building 
Felix Meritis, directly opposite the Nohum offices on 
Keizersgracht (Emperor's canal). 

The guests arrived for cocktails between 6.00 and 7.30 
and had a chance to  meet Mr. and Mrs. Frank informally 
and to  have a chat with each other while enjoying a drink. 
At 7.30 the entertainment began in the small theatre on 
the top floor with two acts of The Sissies, a duo singing 
in the style of the 1930's, accompanied by the Resistentie 
Orkest. The orchestra and The Sissies managed to  build 
up a pleasant and happy atmosphere. The Sissies, dressed 
in clothes of the period, adapted their wide variety of 
songs t o  this era, creating a harmonious balance between 
the subject matter of their songs and their modern impli- 
cations. The five members of the orchestra played solo in 
between the songs, improvising sometimes on classical 
pieces of music or using their own ingenuity and musical 
talents t o  come out with a parodious composition of 
their own. After an interval of some 30 minutes The 
Sissies made their final appearance on the stage, making 
way for a projection screen and giving the Nohum guests 
an opportunity t o  become even more nostalgic of previ- 
ous years. The films shown were about Nohum Day 
Outings back in the 1960's. Drs. van Tongeren, who 
provided the humorous commentary, elaborated on a trip 
to Keukenhof, an enjoyable trip on the IJsselmeer from 
Enkhuizen and an outing in 1966 which was rather un- 
fortunate for some members of the party who, while on a 
Scheveningen fishing boat, could not quite appreciate the 
rolling waves of the North Sea. 
Following these happy memories of Day Outings, some 
more memories of the past were conjured up by Mr. 
Pouwels, a desk editor of long standing who gave a 
hilarious expos6 of one of the first Dutch books published 
by North-Holland. He read out some carefully selected 
and well-chosen passages and sentences from this biog- 
raphy of a Dutch noble family, showing how funny 
associations made in this random way can be. From then 
on it was the Nohum choir which claimed and fully 
deserved the attention. Their songs were about inter- 
departmental rivalries - Production v. Desk Editing, Desk 
Editing v. Northprint (North-Holland's type-setting office) 
and a refined and brilliant solo performance by North- 
print's adjunct-director Mr. Hoff. These songs, all sung 
to popular tunes,were followed by a couple of songs about 
Mr. Schrager and Mr. Hass, representatives of Nohum in 
London and Copenhagen, respectively. Songs were sung 
for Mr. Frank - both Mr. Frank himself and the enthu- 
siastic audience demanding an encore of the second one 
which highlighted some of Mr. Frank's earlier experiences 
in publishing. 
Finally there followed a short presentation ceremony by 
Drs. van Tongeren. Mrs. Frank was given a silver platter, 
decorated with a large bouquet of flowers. Their children 
were each handed a leather-bound copy of Liber Amicorum. 
Mr. Frank was then presented with a glass fire-screen 
emblazoned with the North-Holland crest: this, inciden- 
tally, provided the Nohum staff with the explanation of 
why the decorated window panes had been removed from 
the front doors! Mr. Frank then thanked all those who 
had co-operated to  make this an evening of outstanding 
entertainment and wished all his guests the best for the 
future. 
After the presentation the party proceeded to  a beauti- 
fully laid out cold buffet in an adjoining hall, and after 
having stilled their hungry they danced into the early 
hours of the morning. 

One of the Sissies 'accosting' Drs. Wimmers 

The NOHUM Choir 

self-explanatory 



Drs. van Tongeren voicing the farewell o n  behalf of 
the staff 

M.D. Frank and Drs. E. van Tongeren - last-joint 
performance 

Looking back upon 
a publishing career 
Even at  the age of fourteen Menkes Daniel Frank, son 
of a pediatrician, knew that he wanted to  be a publisher. 
Following the tradition of the time, upon leaving school 
he learned the profession by working as an apprentice 
with printers, publishers and in bookshops in Holland, 
Germany, France and England. This gave him the ex- 
tensive technical skill and linguistic background which 
is essential for an international scientific publisher. 

Birth and Infant Years of NOHUM 

Before World War I1 German was the international 
scientific language and many Dutch authors published 
their results in German journals and so it was whilst 
working with the Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft 
in Leipzig that he became involved with scientific pub- 
lishing for the first time. It was then that the idea came 
to  him of establishing an international scientific pub- 
lishing house to  serve the Dutch scientists. In 1936, 
at the age of 23, he was given the opportunity to 
realise his ambitions when the North-Holland Pub- 
lishing Company - a company which had been initiated 
in 1932 by the Netherlands Academy of Science for the 
distribution of the Academy's publications - was looking 
for a publisher t o  extend its activities. 
The war developments in Europe soon made it impos- 
sible for him to execute his plans for the international 
market and the company only withstood the difficult war 
years as contacts with some Dutch authors had produced 
a series of Dutch textbooks which sold more than a mil- 
lion copies. 
In 1946 he was finally able to  pursue his original plan of 
remodelling North-Holland into an international scientific 
publishing house and he decided to  begin in the Physics 
field. Lack of sufficient capital and manpower limited 
North-Holland's international .activities to  this field in 
these early years. This forced-upon restriction soon 
proved to  be a great strength because specialisation, as 
in science itself, was the only way of gaining reputation. 
Economics was decided on as the second field of activity 
and was then followed by logic, as a separate branch of 
mathematics, whereas more and more disciplines belonging 
to  the broad field of physics were added. 

ELSEVIER for the first time 

Elsevier Publishing Company had also been established as 
international scientific publishers and had expanded 
rapidly after the war. A gentleman's agreement was 
concluded which divided the scientific disciplines be- 
tween the two companies so that undue competition 
and duplication was avoided. Although this agreement 
was cancelled some years later both commnies kept 
to their main fields of interest. The merger in 1970 be- 
tween Elsevier and North-Holland became particularly 
attractive as the mutual specialities complemented each 
other so well and almost all the fields of science were 
spanned. 

Innovation in Publishing 

From the very beginning of his publishing activities, Mr. 
Frank has given great attention to  the careful selection 
of the topics for new books and journals and before 
arriving at a decision he consulted, discussed, travelled 
and searched endlessly. Finding the right subject matter 
was just one thing; to  unite it with the best possible 
author was often the most difficult task. 



Organizing for Future Growth 

His personality and capabilities as a publisher were not 
only able t o  persuade potential authors to write but 
many continued to publish with him and became his 
personal friends. He realised that the great number of 
editorial contacts and the time spent on building the 
internal organization needed for constant expansion 
would make such heavy demands on him that the growth 
of the Company could be endangered. Dr. Wimmers, a 
physicist, joined the Company in 1956 and assisted the 
continued growth of physics publishing. Dr. van Tonge- 
ren, formerly the Managing Director of Excerpta Medica, 
was appointed in 1962 as CO-managing director to  assist 
Mr. Frank. Mr. Baltzer came from Huber in Bern to  
organize the sales and soon the management was thus 
completed. The Company was now able to cope not 
only with the expansion in the scientific fields in which 
it already published but also to  invade the biomedical 
sphere. 

ELSEVIER again 

In 1960 North-Holland innovated the 'Letter' journal 
in Europe. At first some scientists objected t o  their 
works being produced on IBM typewriters, but they soon 
had to admit that the phenomenal gains in publication 
time were far more important than the slight loss in 
aesthetics. The acceptance of this typesetting method 
for letter journals gradually made it possible to adopt 
also this method for books and other primary journals. 
This not only speeded up production but kept the cost 
of typesetting down. These two advantages over com- 
petitors were capitalized on in the setting up of North- 
print, the only active daughter company of North-Hol- 
land, to provide such typesetting. 
Participating in the capital of the printing plant which 
handles the production of Nuclear Physics, one of the 
first, but still by far the largest North-Holland journal, is 
another example of Mr. Frank's policy to secure an un- 
impeded flow of information to the scientific community. 

Mexican 
On 8th August 1972 Mr. Robert Kolb, Managing Director 
of the Mexican Associated Scientific Publishers' Company, 
Libreria Internacional and Emanuel Moderno, celebrated 
his 65th birthday which coincided with 25 years of pub- 
lishing and bookselling activities. 

Nearly 8U0 people, consisting of guests of honour, staff, 
clients and friends, attended the event and amongst the 
speakers were Mr. Kolb's son, Hannes, Manager of Libre- 
ria Internacional, and Dr. Plattner of the Austrian Embassy 
who presented Mr. Kolb with the Medal of Honour of 
the Republic of Austria in appreciation of his efforts to  
promote Austrian culture in- Mexico. 

The contacts with P. Bergmans, President of Elsevier 
Publishing Company, were much more than collegial and 
over the years they became firm friends. It was within 
reason that these highly reputable firms, both operating 
from Amsterdam, and complementary in their scope, 
should merge. Even whilst the champagne for the merger 
celebration was flowing, Mr. Frank knew that he was soon 
to meet a new challenge yet again. Within a year he 
would succeed Mr. Bergmans, who was due to  retire 
in December 1970, as President of the new group 
Associated Scientific Publishers. This holding company 
was founded to  concentrate all Elsevier activities in 
scientific publishing. In 1971 the Excerpta Medica 
shares were taken over by Elsevier so that also Excerpta 
Medica became part of Associated Scientific Publishers. 
By laying the foundations upon which Associated Scien- 
tific Publishers could start t o  grow to new dimensions 
and handing over the reins to  Dr. van Tongeren, his 
successor as Group Director, he completed the aims he 
had set himself. 
His retirement now finally gives him the chance to  devote 
more of his time to  his family, hobbies, and leisurely 
travelling. Associated Scientific Publishers is delighted 
however that they will not be entirely deprived of his 
distinguished experience,as Mr. Frank has agreed to  join 
the Boards of North-Holland, Associated Scientific 
Publishers and the Elsevier Holding Company. 

After the speeches and the presentation ceremony, cock- 
tails were served and the celebrations were concluded at 
Mr. Kolb's home where his closest friends enjoyed them- General D. Asjes reading the cables of congratulations 
selves until the early hours of the morning. to Mrs. and Mr. Kolb 



N.V. UITGEVERSMAATSCHAPPIJ ELSEVIER 
HOLDING COMPANY-AMSTERDAM 

Board of Management: 
Drs. R.E.M. van den Brink, Chairman 
Drs. E. van Tongeren 
J.H. Verleur 
P.J. Vinken. M.D. 

ASSOCIATED SCIENTIFIC Al l  other ELSEVIER groups ELSEVIER INFORMATION 
PUBLISHERS 
AMSTERDAM o Dutch Language Books 

o Dutch Language Journals Board of Management: 

Board of Management: 
o French Language Books P.J. Vinken, M.D., Chairman 

Drs. E. van Tongeren, Chairman 
o International Copyrights J. van Manen (Dep.) 
o Trade and Technical Journals 

P.J. Vinken, M.D. o Retail and Mail Order 
0. ter Haar o Graphic Industries 
J.C. Baltzer (Dep.) 
L. Bergmans (Dep.) 

ION SYSTEMS 

Board of Management: 
Books and Journals in: 0. ter Haar, Chairman 
Chemistry, Geosciences, Dr. V.M. A t k~ns  
Technology. Social Sciences, 
Dictionaries 

Books and Journals in: Board of Management: 

AMSTERDAM 

Books and Journals in: 
Biochemistry, Biology, 
Experimental and 
Clinical Mediclne 

Graduate Text Books. 
Books and Journals in Life 
Sciences, Mathematics, and 
Technology. Distribution in 
USA and Canada of ASP 
Amsterdam Books 

Journals in: 

EXICO-CITY 

Spanish Textbooks in 
Chemistry and Medicine 

Books and Journals 
Mainly in the Field of 
Technology 

Abstract Journals in: 
Medicine. Congress Proceedings, 
Medical Data Bank 


