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"MEXICO IS DEFERENT"!
Mexico has 55 million inhabitants ( l l million in Mexico
City alone) who live in the large
area into which the following
countries would fit: Great
Britain, Netherlands, Belgium,
France, Spain, Portugal, East and
West Germany, Switzerland and
Austria.
When you fly to Mexico City and
look out of the windows on the
left side of the plane you will see
the two snow-capped mountains
Popocatkpetl and Ixtaccihuatl,
which are the guardians of the
Valley of Tenochtitlan, as the
Aztecs used to call the present
area of Mexico City.
Now, if you look out of the windows on the right, you will see
The Floating Gardens of
Xochimilco below.
And then you can see the magnificent city, once called The City
of Palaces by Humboldt, and
which today is the home of both
Mexican ASP Companies. Therefore let me give you only a very
brief description now, and be
sure to look at the corresponding
photos.
On 206 Sonora Avenue, a few
meters off Amsterdam Avenue, is
the six-story building which
houses Libreria In ternacional,
S.A. and Editorial El Manual
Moderno, S.A. (cover photo).
In the year 194 1 the Austrian immigrant, Rudolph Neuhaus,
founded Libreria Internacional,
S.A., (LISA), just a few meters
from where it is now located. His
son in law Roberto Kolb took
over its management in 1949 and
by his boundless energy this
bookshop grew considerably and
obtained international fame. He
also founded the publishing company El Manual Moderno (MM).
LISA is a well known bookstore
especially famous in the field of
international scientific books and
journals.

In order to deliver the orders received by phone every day, LISA
has five messenger boys with
motorcycles who do this job
which is a big one taking into
consideration that Insurgentes
Avenue, which completely transverses tGe city is 35 km. long
(photo l)*.
Entering the ground floor first of
all you see the Cash Counter and
also a part of the Spanish Department (photo 2), to the rear are
the rest of the Spanish Department and the Art Department
(photo 3).
Also located on the ground floor
is the German Department
(photo 4), which was the section
with which LISA started 33 years
ago, and the Book Reception
Department (photo 5).
Going upstairs, we come to the
Mezzanine where the office of
Mr. J.W. Kolb, the Managingdirector of LISA, is located as
well as the office of the Credit
Department (photo 6).
LISA's biggest and most important department, Medicine, is
also here (photos 7-8) and another important department is on
this floor: the Technical Department with books on Chemistry,
Biology, Physics, Engineering, etc.
(photo 9).
LISA does not wait for the customers to come, but sells to
Libraries, Colleges, Hospitals and
private persons through its nine
agents (photos 10, l l , 12). On
the first floor we have the Accounting Department (photos 13,
14, 15) and the Collecting Department (photo 16).
Another section of LISA is
located on the 2nd floor where
we have the Subscription Department (photo 17).
Now we go one floor further up
and reach the publishing company, El Manual Moderno, S.A.,
founded in the year 1959 by
Mr. Roberto Kolb.
Editorial El Manual Moderno
specializes in medical books and
psychological tests and is also
developing new lines in

1. From left to right: Heron Alfaro ( l ) ,
Ezequiel Martinez (g),Rafael Garcia ( l ) .
Rodolfo Reyes, Antanio Solis (7).

2. From left to right: Bertha Monroy (3).
Paulina Luna (20)

3. From left to right: Gerardo Rosales (1 1 ),
Arcadio Hernandez (29). Head of the Spanish
Department.

4. From left to right: lrene Alvarez, Wolf
Dieter (5) head of the German Depar'tment, Barbara Schlottke.

(continued on page 4 )

*The numbers in parentheses are
the years the person has been
with the company.

5. From left to right: Jesus Martinez (16) from
the Spanish Department, Candido Hernandez
( l ) , Jose Martinez (6) head of the Book
Reception Department.

11. From left t o right: lgnacio Garcia (6).
lgnacio Navarro (10). Raul Gomez (12).
sales Agents.

16. F r o m left t o right: Gildardo Pastrana (20).
Sales Agent, Pedro Colin (5). head of the
Collection Department, Felipe Anzures (21,
Alfredo Delf in.

7. From left t o right: Teresa Martinez (1 ),
Javier Ramirez (14) head of the Medicine
Department, Aurelia Anzures, Ofelia Jimenez.

12. From left t o right: Jose Luis Mendez (51,
Pablo Gonzalez (41, Ricardo Garcia (7).Jorge
Garcia (2).

17. From left t o right: Tereso Ojeda (4).
Martha Hernandez (2). Rosa Garcia (1 2). head
of the Subscriptions Department, Luis
Hernandez, Juan Rodriguez (4). Front row:
Miguel Gonzalez, Gerardo Montes, Alfonso
Rosales (5).

8. From left t o right: Antonio Luna (3).
Gloria Martinez (3), Rocio Ornelas, Nestor
Dominguez.

13. F r o m left t o right: Sabino Reyes (4).
Hector Morales (1 2) head of the Accounting
Department, Ricardo Felipe (1 1, David
Arroyo ( l ) , Emilio Barron, Esteban Rojas (6).
Constantino Martinez (2).

18. From left t o right: Dr. Armando Soto (3),
Medical Editor, Flora Morales ( 1 5). head o f the
Cold Type Department, Felipe Vazquez (13).
Production Manager.

9. From left t o right: Manuel Rosales, Ma.
del Refugio Partida (1) head of the Technical
Department.

14. From left t o right: Filiberto Oropeza,
Constantino Martinez (2). Ernilio Barron,
Enrique Erazo (10).

19. From left t o right: Concepcion Mendoza,
Angeles Lopez, Celia Garcia (2). Mercedes
Vazquez (2). Flora Morales (15). Head o f the
Cold Type, Teresa Triano (2). Pilar Perez,
Laura Hernandez, Dolores Segundo.

10. From left t o right: Flavio Villegas (271,
A. Villegas (25). both Sales Agents.

15. From left t o right: Amelia Castillo ( l ) ,
Marcela Partida (1).

20. F r o m left t o right: Teresa Lopez (7).
Flora Morales (5)

6. From left t o right: J.W. Kolb (121,
Delf ina Esquivel ( 15) head of the Credit
Department.

!l. From left t o right: Roberto Morales (4).
uan Bautista ( 6 ) .Filemon Hernandez,
deynaldo Cruz (7).Braulio Garcilaso (3)
Silverio Pedraza ( 6 ) .

22. From left to right: lnes Ramirez (l),
Alicia Saenz (12).Herminio Cabrera (2).
Juan Torres, Rosaura Zamora.

Chemistry and Economics. The
list consists of about 6 0 publications, all carefully selected.
Photos 18, 19, 20 and 21 show
the different departments and
their personnel.
On the first floor of the Elsevier
building, El Manual Moderno has
its Sales Department (photo 22).
Sixty percent of Manual
Moderno's production is
exported to Central and South
America and to Spain.
I hope that this introduction to
the Mexican ASP companies gave
you a better idea of our group
and our activities. I don't want to
say Good-Bye but "Hasta Luego"
("See you soon") and as a closing
let's raise our glasses for a
requila toast to Elsevier.

Dr. Gudavo Setzer
(from his office in Mexico City
photo below)

- see

Another year is rapidly drawing
to a close and it has been a hectic
and often disturbing year. We all
have been affected by the
tremendous tensions and pressures which were caused by the
Middle East conflict and the resulting energy crisis. Especially
our English colleagues who have
been working for weeks and
weeks in badly lit and hardly
heated offices, deserve a word of
admiration for the way they overcame problems which seemed insuperable.
It is very difficult to foresee
whether the conditions under
which we are working are easing
up. At the moment of writing all

countries suffer under instability
and inflation.
There is, however, no reason for
despondency. On the contrary
we should be encouraged to use
all our creativity and to aim at increased efficiency and productivity in order to cope with the
threats of the moment.
The example of our Barking company illustrates how one can successfully rise to a challenge under
difficult circumstances.
I wish you and your families a
joyful Christmas time and a
happy and healthy New Year.
Drs. E. van Tongeren
Group Director ASP

2. Mr. T.M.G.M. Pottker (36) has
been appointed as Deputy
Managing Director (Finance and
Administration) of ASP, effective
January Ist, 1975.
Mr. Pottker worked with a large
Dutch shipping company in Hong
Kong and during his period of
employment there he completed
his Accountants training.
Before joining ASP he was the
Financial Manager of EMIHolland.
Appointments ASP Management
The Board of Directors of B.V.
Associated Scientific Publishers
(A.S.P.) is pleased to announce
the following appointments:
l . Mr. J.C. Baltzer (44), at
present Deputy Managing
Director (Sales and Promotion)
ASP has been promoted to
Managing Director ASP, effective
January I st, 1975. Mr. Baltzer
joined North-Holland as its Sales
Manager in 1966 after he had
been working with Harrassowitz,
Wiesbaden-Germany, Blackwell's,
Oxford-U.K., and Hans Huber
Verlag, Bern-Switzerland. He was
appointed Deputy Managing
Director ASP in 197 1.

OTHER RECEN
MENTS
Dr. J.L. (Hans) Verbeek, Director
of ASP Biological & Medical
Press B.V. effective November
l st, 1974, was born in The Hague
on May 3rd, 1933. He attended

Jenny Keates has joined ASP
Biological & Medical Press B.V.
as acquisitions editor for medicine. She came t o Amsterdam
from Downstate Medical Center
in New York, where she was a
Clinical Research Fellow in
Surgery for four years. Previous-

(althc~ u g hshe did edit
ege
paper whilst at London University!). However, being familial
with clinical medicine from tk
"inside" she feels it should be
possible to add new perspectives
to publishing in this area.
Jenny, having spent some years in
in countries such as Canada,
America, and Cyprus, feels that
it is time to come home to
Europe (she was born in England).

ly she worked in the Department
of Medicine, Guys Hospital,
London. To date her only contact with publishing has been predominately from the writers side
grammar school ('gymnasium')
there and studied chemistry at
Leyden University where he got
the Dutch equivalents of a B.Sc.
and a M.Sc. Having been a
science teacher for some years at
an Eindhoven Highschool (the
country was desperately short of
teachers at that time!), he joined
the chemistry department of the
Eindhoven Technical University,
where he received a PhD in
physical chemistry. His next station was Ottawa, Canada, as a
visiting professor of chemistry at
Carleton University. The difficult
financial situation of the universities forced him back to Holland
where he decided to pursue his
interests in publishing on a professional level. Reidel's of Dordrecht
provided the opportunity to
learn all the ins and outs of
publishing and printing.
His editorial explorations took
Verbeek to almost every W. European country, although the hub
of his activities was on the NorthAmerican continent. The company's Dordrecht office laid a
heavy claim on the remainder of
his time when he was appointed
deputy director in 1972.
With his wife Janna and five
children he lives in Papendrecht,
where the sailing is good between
meetings of the town council. His
professional credo is: a publishing company is as good as its
public relations are.

She is a keen skier and rider, and
has recently taken up sailing and
canoeing - she hopes to be able
to persue at least some of these
pastimes here. Her other interests
include painting, photography
and classical music, although her
spare time is currently taken up
in wrestling with the Dutch
language.

During the Frankfurt Book Fair
the Managements of ASP and of
the ASP working companies held
a cocktail party in Hotel
Hessischer Hof for their friends
in the book trade and the scientific publishing world.
Pictures show: (1) ASP Management welcoming guests (from left

(3) Mr. Ed Booher (McGraw-Hill,
New York), chairman of the International Group of Scientific,
Technical and Medical Publishers
with Mr. van Tongeren and Mr.

Mr. J.C. Baltzer, Mr. 0. ter Haar,
Drs E. van Tongeren receiving Mr.
J. Tanum and Mr. K. Lie of
Johan Grundt Tanum Oslo;
(2) Drs W. van Leeuwen with Mr.
John Boon (Mills and Boon,
London) president of the International Publishers Association;

Baltzer; (4) the party in full
swing; (5) the trade press r e p
resented by Mr. H.R. Lottman of
Publishers Weekly, with guest;

Finally, to show that publishing
can be very rewarding, pictures
of ( l 1) Mr. van Tongeren with
Mrs L. Gotze and ( l 2) Mr. P.
Saugman with Mrs F. Snater.
The more daily aspect of the Fair
is shown by two pictures of the
ASP stand : ( 13) on the right,

(6) Mr. van Tongeren with guest
from Brazil, Mr. Edgard Blucher
and (7) with guest from Japan,
Mr. H. Kanehara, president of
Igaku Shoin Ltd., Tokyo) and
(8) with guests from the United
States, Mr. and Mrs Brad Wiley
with Mrs Eva Beck of Kultura,
Budapest in their midst;
(9) German guests Dr. G. Hauff
of Thieme Verlag Stuttgart (left)
with Dr. Heinz Gotze, Springer
Verlag Heidelberg and ( 10) Mr.
Baltzer with Dr. Michaletz of
Springer Verlag and Mr. W. Jager,
Huber Bookshop in Bern.

Mr. J.C. Baltzer and Mr. P.
Straub receiving Mr. W. Krins Jr.
of Dutch Australian Book Depot;
(14) one of the most crowded
moments.

