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On Thursday, May 29th, 1975, at
8 p.m. all North-Holland employees
(in Dutch: "NOHUMMERS') got
together in the bar of the 8th floor of
the Jan van Galenstraat building for
the beginning of what was to become a
splendid celebration and commemoration of the fact that 12%years ago
(to be precise October lst, 1962),
Drs. Engelbart van Tongeren joined
North-Holland Publishing Company.
Now, 12% years later, EvT has
decided to resign as General
Managing Director of North-Holland.
EvT was born on l l th May, 1920 in
Amsterdam. After leaving grammar
school he studied Indology at Utrecht
University where he passed his doctoral
exam in March 1942: After the war
he went to Indonesia, where the foundations were laid for his career as a
publisher. In Macassar he was in charge
of the local radio station and in that
period he started a kind of "Readers
Digest" in Malayan which proved
quite profitable.
Because of the change of circumstances
in Indonesia, Mr. van Tongeren returns
to Holland in the spring in 1950.
After a short period of unemployment
he joins Excerpta Medica, at the time
a rather unprofitable, but independent
publishing company. After three
months he becomes Managing Direc- :
tor and remains with that company
until 1962, when he accepts the
invitation of Mr. M.D. Frank t o ioin
him as Director of ~ o r t h - ~ o l l a n d
Publishing Company. Although initially
he is supposed to take charge of sales,
administration, etc. it becomes clear,
that he is a publisher first and adrninistrator second. As he still has his
connections in the medical world, he
begins to develop biological and medical projects, which have become
pillars of North-Holland, and now of
ASP. Eminently successful book
series (such as "Handbook of Clinical
Neurology", "Frontiers of Biology")
and journals (such as "European
Journal of Pharmacology" and "FEBS
Letters") were started in this period.
It is obvious that with such a record
of achievements, one identifies strongly with one's work and one's company

The NOHUM choir, for this occasion performing as the BAR T BE GOOD Team

An appreciative audience

and when talks started in 1969 about
a possible merger of North-Holland
with Elsevier, E. van Tongeren was not
the first "to rejoice on the barricades."
However, it was decided that for the
future of the company it was better to
be part of a larger organization, which
by its nature could offer more security
for the continuity of the operations.
In January 1970, the merger became a
fact. North-Holland became, together
with Elsevier Scientific Publishing
Company, Excerpta Medica, a working
company of ASP, which in turn is a
sub-holding of the Elsevier Group.
EvT is General Managing Director of
ASP and also a member of the Board of

Managing Directors of the Elsevier
Group.
There are still many people within
North-Holland, however, who look
back to the pre-merger days with some
nostalgia: the company was relatively
small, everybody knew each other and,
very importantly, the company was
housed in a very stylish, old building
on one of the canals in the centre of
Amsterdam. E. van Tongeren speaks of
these days as "the most beautiful
period in my publishing career." He
is still reminded of that period every
day, as he now lives in a house nextdoor
to the old NOHUM building.

That feeling of nostalgia was quite
evident on the evening of May 29th.
Some 1SO (ex)NOHUMMERS and
their "partners in life" came together
for some drinks, some food, some
chats about the old times, etc.
For the occasion the library on the
8th floor of the Jan van Galenstraat
building was transformed into a "hall of
celebration and reflection" under the
competent guidance of Mr. A.C.W. van

EvT7sdeparture from NOHUM to ASP
and Elsevier Holding.
Mr. M.D. Frank, who retired as General
Managing Director of North-Holland in
June 1972, reviewed the l 0 year period
of close, very fruitful, cooperation
with van Tongeren. He felt that NorthHolland should demand a substantial
transfer fee from ASP and the
Elsevier Group, now that EvT had gone
to the "competitor." (It seems that

joyous anxiety for his further career:
when (if ever !) will the moment come
that Parkinson's third law applies?
Mr, Geuzebroek (head of the Production Department) spoke on behalf of
all NOHUMMERS. In a subtle, gentle
speech he summed up the qualities
that, as he (and with him many
others) saw it, had brought van Tongeren where he is now: authority without
authoritarianism, genuine interest in

EvT during his farewell speech

At last, EvTliterally overshadowed by his
wife Pamela who accepts a bouquet of
flowers from Mr. Geuzebroek

Wichen (the catering manager) and his
staff.
The official programme of the evening
was filled by various speeches and two
performances of the NOHUM choir
(founded 20th April 1975, now
defunct). It is amazing to see how
many talents emerge on such occasions: secretaries, production managers,
acquisition editors. etc. turn into
gifted poets, singers, journalists etc.
(not necessarily in the same order).
The weeks before had seen NorthHolland buzzing with activity, the
various artists living their creative
lives t o the full. The results were in
keeping. The only problem was that
afterwards, with everybody back to
earth, the not inconsiderable backlog of
work had to be dealt with.
Mr. J.K.W. van Leeuwen, Director of
North-Holland, opened the festive
occasion with a short speech in which
he expressed his near disbelief about

. . . . and it was a splendid party, at that!
negotiations are still going on.)
Prof. P.J. Vinken, colleague of Mr. van
Tongeren on the Elsevier Board,
expressed his appreciation for the work
van Tongeren has done (and will do)
for the firm and bestowed a knighthood
in the Elsevier Order upon him. (This
Order has uncertain, perhaps apocryphal, origins. There are not many
knights around, which accentuates the
importance that should be attached
to it.)
The choir sang with an enthusiasm
given only to amateurs. In total five
songs were sung, in subject ranging
from unmitigated admiration for van
Tongeren's acquisitional powers to

his work and all people involved in it,
and his sense of humour. Mr. Geuzebroek offered some convincing
evidence for his analysis. Both Mr.
Frank and Mr. Geuzebroek expressed
their deep felt appreciation for
Mrs. Pamela van Tongeren who has
played an important, albeit quiet role
in all this. As Geuzebroek expressed
it: "In a very literal sense you may be
overshadowed by him but, figuratively
speaking, we have always felt your
presence." In the best of Duccli traditions, he offered her a bouquet of
flowers which was accepted gracefully.
Mr. W.H. Wimmers, who succeeds Mr.
van Tongeren as General Managing

Director, presented an epidiascope of
the various, sometimes humorous,
reactions of colleague publishers,
editors, authors, etc. who had met
and often befriended van Tongeren
during his North-Holland period.
He then proceeded to present van
Tongeren, on behalf of the rnanagement and all North-Holland employees,
with an original still life, painted by
Jan van Tongeren (no relative).
Mr. van Leeuwen then presented t o
the van Tongeren family the first
copies of "NOHUM Nieuws Special,"
a newspaper especially prepared,
edited, laid-out, etc. for this occasion.
(The vignet shown on the cover of
this issue, appeared as page 1 of the
"Special".)
In his last speech to the NOHUMMERS
as their General Managing Director,
Drs. E. van Tongeren briefly reviewed
his 12%years with North-Holland and
mentioned that it is a rather strange
farewell as he is not really leaving.
This, however, did not prevent
NOt!UMMERS from throwing a
party for him. And a splendid one,
at that!
P.S.H. Bolman

1080TH COMPUTER
PACKAGE USER
Last May, Applied Science Publishers
became the 1000th U.K. company t o
start using Computer Management
Group's computer package services.
"Barking" have gone "live" using the
PROCESS payroll service for their 34
monthly paid staff.
CMCi, who claim to be Britain's largest
supplier of commercial computer
package services marked the occasion
with a presentation at the Computer
Centre of CMG Middlesex in
Greenford.
Champagne and the first computer
printout were presented (photo) t o
Mr. Car1 Stott (left), Company
Secretary, by Nick Scholfield, U.K.
Managing Director of CMG.

ASP Amsterdam vs.
Applied Science Publishers (Barking)
With the night-boat from England, on
June 1 l th, a cricket-team of Applied
Science Publishers arrived in Hook of
Holland. Challenged by their Dutch
colleagues they came for a match
versus a team of ASP Amsterdam..
The English team, rejoicing in the
company of seven charming female
supporters, also from Barking, disembarked around 7 o'clock. They were

shepherded by their managing director
Mr. L.E. R a y e r . Generously giving
the Amsterdam team an extra opportunity to strengthen morale and
muscles, they spent an hour visiting
the famous Aalsmeer flower auction.
The sunny weather of previous days
had resulted in a wonderful variety
of numerous flowers. Next, the coach

headed for the sundrenched sports
ground of the Amsterdam Cricket
Club where the challengers (under the
captaincy of Mr. G. Aleven) and their
supporters gave them a cordial welcome.
A specialist wrote for us the following
report of the match (only for
connoisseurs we fear):
"The home team won the toss and
sent in the visitors t o bat. After 3 0
overs, Barking were l 0 0 for 4. Of these,
opening batsman Mr. A. Chesterton
topscored with 59 which included
nine fours. He also helped Mr. Morgan
who scored 21 at no. 4 to a third
wicket partnership of 74 invaluable
runs. No other batsman reached
double figures. Bowling for Amsterdam, Messrs. Kluit, De Boer, Stunt
and Plaxton, took one wicket each
for 16, 36, 24 and 20 respectively.
With 101 runs required for victory,

the Amsterdam batsmen accepted
the challenge bravely and scored 101
for 4 off 25 overs.
Mainly responsible for this victory
over Barking was a fine knock of 57
by opening batsman Mr. De Boer and
his partner Mr. Plaxton scored an
undefeated 28.
Bowling for Barking, skipper G. Olley
took 3 for 1 3 in 5 overs."
Meanwhile, the Barking ladies could
not resist the temptation to pay a short
visit t o the centre of Amsterdam.
There was just enough time t o take a
boat-trip through the famous canals
and to do some shopping.
After the match the whole group
went t o the Elsevier building in
Amsterdam t o see the prizes distributed and to have drinks and
dinner together.

In keeping with cricket tradition,
Mr. Aleven held a captain's speech
(in which he proposed a "revised
edition" of the match), and this was
answered in the same personal way
by his collegue Mr. Olley.
Drs. E. van Tongeren, Group director
ASP, in his speech, remarked that he
found much satisfaction in having the
opportunity to entertain the people
from Barking in Amsterdam, especially
so in view of the difficult times
experienced in the first half of 1974
when stagnation ruled in the U.K.
Mr. Van Tongeren presented the
brand-new challenge-cup (brought
by Barking!) to Mr. Aleven. Several
other presents were exchanged, and
when dinner started everybody was
in high spirits.
Regretfully, the sunset was the signal
for the return to the Harwich-boat
as the conclusion of a unique day.

When Mae West was playing in
CATHERINE WAS GREAT, after each
performance, she made her famous
curtain speech:
"I'm glad you like my Catherine.
I like her too. She ruled thirty million
people and had three thousand lovers.
1 do the best I can in two hours."
If you have examined the spring 1975
Elsevier Scientific Publishing Co., Inc.
catalogue, you will agree that ESPC has
accomplished much, considering the
time in business. It is an impressive
catalogue; not only showing what
books were gotten in such a short time,
but also showing what a fine backlist
of social science books Elsevier has.

pany. By strange coincidence, Gum had
worked with D. van Nostrand during the
1950s, which had made him familiar
with the splendid reputation that
Elsevier enjoys among U.S. scientists.
(Van Nostrand distributed Elsevier's
books in that decade.)
Gum was convinced that with this firm
foundation (Elsevier's famousness for
publishing good books), ESPC would
easily attract first-rate authors, even
though the name Elsevier was not all
that familiar to American social scientists. Also, he insists that he had a
creative urge -- the same thing that

For all practical purposes, the new
company got under way March l , 1974,
with one employee, William L. Gum,
working out of his flat in New York
City. Not long before that, James Kels,

much correspondence.

..

meals a day and a winter of golf and
balmy tropic weather, Gum became
associated with ESPC. He set out in
the quest of books. (None of this
activity, though time-consuming, interfered with his duties as deacon of a
nearby Baptist Church.)
Success came quickly, what with the
acquisition of van den Berghe: MAN
. . . . . gumth symphony. . . . .

prompted Beethoven to compose the
8th Symphony. Gum believes that
Beethoven did a patchwork job with
the 8th, adding together snatches of
the 3rd and 5th, thus making the 8th
Symphony. So, with Gum's loyal
following of successful authors from
his stints at John Wiley & Sons, Basic
Books and Harvard Press, he was confident that he could muster enough
authors t o build a distinguished list at
ESPC, financially and critically.

l

. . . . . . long dream. . . . . .

the Director, who had long dreamed of
an overseas publishing house for
social science, approached Gum t o
handle the editorial part of a new com-

Kels interviewed Gum at great length,
getting Gum's publishing philosophy,
and there was much correspondence.
Gum insists that at one point he got a
questionnaire with this entry, "Were
you a war hero? If not, explain." But
with the promise of three square

. . . and there were others.

I

For the present, ESPC is concentrating
on acquiring books in the fields of
sociology, social history, political
science and anthropology. The aim is
a balanced list: good books and books
that "sell good." That is, books of a
reference and professional nature and
textbooks for undergraduate courses
in the colleges and universities.

IN SOCIETY. And, of course, there
were others.
For a while, Gum was the backbone of
the company, but there came a time
when it was suggested that the company
should see a chiropracter. With this
advice, ESPC began to expand.
Nancy Bergman is the Marketing
Director. Before ESPC, Nancy was at

This pretty much ended my interview
with the people at ESPC. As I walked
out the office door, I spotted what I
suppose is the motto of ESPC:
"Get off the flypaper and give the
flies a chance."

Helen Karanikolas

And, as the sun sinks slowly in the
east, we bid Goodbye and Good Luck
to ESPC.

William L. Gum and Nancy Bergman

Bantam, Braziller and Basic' Books. In
all jobs, she was responsible for promotion and marketing. Nancy likes music,.
and once when she had returned from
a performance of Samson and Delilah,
she allegedly said, "I have a lot of
respect for that dame. There's one
lady barber that made good." Nancy's
husband has the theory, based on his
experience, that men should marry
-women who cannot read.'He says
that after Nancy reads the morning
newspaper, it looks as though it had
been used to pack glassware.
Helen Karanikolas is Nancy's assistant
in marketing. Helen has a background
in advertising and direct mail, having
worked at Arno Press and Crane
Publishing Co. She once remarked that
"too much of a good thing can be
wonderful." Was she referring to book
sales?

. . . . . . good luck. . . . . .

Brenda McDonald

Brenda McDonald, ESPC's secretary,
has experience mainly in newspaper
publishing. Like Gum, she was born in
Virginia, and both believe that if you
are born in Virginia, you need not be
born again. Especially Gum, who is
depending on this as he ponders the
Great Beyond. Nancy and Helen are
Yankees. Interestingly enough, Yankee
is a word of Dutch origin, as the New
Amsterdam Dutch in Colonial Times
referred to people in Connecticut, a .
bordering state., as Janke.

Russians visi*
On March 7, 1975 the ASP offices in
Amsterdam were visited by a delegation
of the USSR Copyright Agency VAAP,
Moscow. The delegation consisted of:
Mr. Y.F. Zharov, vice-chairman of
VAIW and head of the delegation,
Mr. E.N. Klimenko, deputy head of
VAAP's export-import department,
Mr. V.I. Lapin, legal expert,
Ms. L.N. Smirnowa, consultant for
The Netherlands,
Mr. V.P. Klinovski, Soviet Trade
Delegation, Amsterdam and
Ms. Dr. 1.1. Voznesenskaya, scientific
adviser for the publishing fields of
medicine, biology and chemistry.
The reason for this meeting can be
explained as follows. In May 1973 the
USSR acceded to the Universal
Copyright Convention and thus
entered the large group of countries
which acknowledge and protect the

copyright$ of each other's citizens.
From this moment the USSR started
t o build normal relations with other
countries in copyright matters. As the
international trade (including the
selling and buying of copyrights) in
the USSR is the sole right of the State,
a national agency was founded to
which the State delegated its power.
Since the date of founding, September
20, 1973 VAAP delegates have travelled
t o many countries to meet with
publishers and national publishers'
organizations. This time it was
Holland's turn. During the meeting
with ASP directors, under the guidance
of Ers. E. van Tongeren, Mr. Zharov
expressed his regret not to have been
able t o visit Holland earlier, as
Holland is a book country of importance. Both parties felt happy to get
acquainted in view of future
cooperation.

From left Mr. ter Haar (managing director ASP), Dr. Voznesenskaya, Mr. Snater (deputy
managing director Biological and Medical Press), Ms. Smirnowa, Drs. van Leeuwen
(managing director North-Holland), ,Mr. Lapin and Drs. van Tongeren.

February 25th was a very special day
for the people of Libreria International
and El Manual Moderno, Mexico City.
In the evening, everyone gathered on
the topfloor of the company building
t o celebrate the jubilees of a number
of employees.

Dr. Setzer (left) during his speech, next to
him Gen. Asjes.

The joyful group in the honour of which
the party has been held (between
parentheses their years of service):
Ricardo arch Salazar (10). Javier
Ramirez Ruiz (1S), Dionisio Sinchez,
CP. T.(1S), Hector Morales Ruiz C.P. T.
(I l ) , Antonio Solis Rodr@uez (1O),
Gildardo Pastrana Hidalgo (20), Flavio
Villegas (28), Rat2 G h e z (13), Ascensi6n
Villegas (25), Alicia Scienz Baltier (12),
Paulina Luna Martinez (20), Felipe
Vizquez Carrillo (14), Arcadio Hernrindez
R o d r i ~ e z(30), Johannes Kolb ( I I ) ,
Delfina Lara Esquivel(16), Ignacio
Navarro Uribe (12), Flora MoJales
Ruvalcaba ( 15). Enrique Erazo Rdn'guez
(I I), nnd Gerardo Rosales Reyes ( l l ) .
Not visible is mrs. Rosa Mani Garch Ramirez (14).

General Managing Director
Dr. G. Setzer, accompanied by
Gen. D.L. Asjes, delegate to the
Boards of both companies, made a
warm phrased address and presented
parchment diplomas to 8 employees
celebrating the completion of their
20th, 25th and 30th year of employment, and cheques of considerable
amounts to all, including those
commemorating their 15th and
10th anniversary.
From left Mr. Klinovski, Mr. von Aesch
(secretary ASP), Mr. van Leeuwen,
Ms. Smimowa and Mr. Lapin.

Mr. Zharov (left), head of the VAAP
delegation, and Drs. van Tongeren,
group director ASP.

The evening was rounded off with
'marimba music and dancing.

In the year of Amsterdam's seventh
centenary celebrations North-Holland
published a remarkable history book,
"Amsterdam Silversmiths and their
marks" written by Karel A. Citroen
who spent years of research to prepare
this publication. On March 6th the
first copies of both the English and
Dutch edition were presented to
Sir John Barnes, Ambassador of the
United Kingdom in The Netherlands,
and Dr. I. Samkalden, Mayor of Amsterdam, respectively, during a meeting in
Elsevier's head-office.
Drs. J.K.W. van Leeuwen, director of
North-Holland Publishing Company,
addressed Sir John as follows.

r x ~ v i , )l

hKUA" "

SILVERSM
AND
T T I R MAu\.,

Excellency,
Why, some of you might ask, should
this book on Amsterdam silvermarks be
offered to the official representative of
the British nation? Another sign of the
Anglomania we Dutchmen are already
so well-known for? I am afraid this
deserves some explanation.
In 17th-, and 18th-century Holland,
objects made of silver were almost
never manufactured with the intention
of preserving them forever. At that
time, people bought silver the way we
now put our savings in n bank account.
The value of the metal itself was the
important thing: it was only to make
the silver more useful that the owner
would ask his silversmith to make it
into some household object - a tea
kettle, some flat silver, or a pill box.
If times became more difficult, the
owner would ask the same silversmith
to melt down the object, so that the
silver could be used for .paying
.
- his
debts. In those days the cost of labour
was almost nothing - a beautifully made
object was only worth the material it
had been made from. The silver could
always be remolded.

1

1

where higher margins were usual sometimes even as high as 75%. If these
profits were not needed for doing
business, they were put aside and made
into silver objects. And when all the
rooms in a Dutch merchant's house
were cluttered with silverware (and
this became more and more common
in the 18th century), he started investing in England. By 1776 the British
national debt was more than
E 140.000.000,-- and Dutchmen held
E 60.000.000,-- of it. In the mid- 18th
century Dutchmen held one third of
,the shares in the Bank of England and
in the British East India Company as
well.

Because the British were able to pay
the high interest rates, the Dutch never
had to melt down their silver household
objects.
So it is partly thanks to England that
large quantities of Amsterdam silver
have been preserved.
Without this silver this book would
not be needed.
Your Excellency, please accept this
English edition "Amsterdam
Silversmiths and their marks" as a
token of our gratitude towards our
trustworthy debtors in the past.

Most craft guilds did not allow their
members to make a higher gross profit
than eight percent of the investment
in raw materials. Labour costs,
interests, rent, overhead costs and net
profits should come from this small
margin.

1

But if this was ihe case, how on earth
could Dutchmen save money? Most of
the money which was saved originated
from the trade in East Indian products
and from the finishing industry,

h r n left: Sir John Rarnes, Drs. van I,eeu wcw, Drs. varl Tonxeren, Dr. San~kaldcnand
Mr. Citroen.

New Nor th-Holland
journals

The humanities section of NorthHolland has added two new quarterlies
to her list this year.
As from 1975 North-Holland has
taken over the publication of Poetics
(editor Teun A. van Dijk, University
of Amsterdam) formerly published
by Mouton.
Poetics was founded in 1971 to create
an international forum for theoretical
research on literature.

The Journal of Medieval History,
first published in April (editor Richard
Vaughan, University of Hull) aims
at meeting the need for a major publication devoted exclusively to the
history of Europe in the Middle Ages.
The contents consist of two sections.
The first comprises articles on European
history between the fall of the Roman
Empire a i ~ dthe Renaissance.
Articles will not only be published in
English, but also in French and German
in which cases an English summary
will be added. The second section
aims at announcing all the important
new books on medieval history.

tick
marks
gone mad
Recently, a new super-secret agency
accidentally released a highly classified
document entitled "The Secret and
Hitherto Unknown History of
Accounting." While the stir created by
this revelation did not quite equal that
of the Pentagon Papers or the
Anderson Reports, it did reveal (among
other things) the identity of the truly
great and forgotten hero of the
accounting world, Johannes Tick.
Johannes, it appears, worked for an
early Dutch printer named "Elzevier."
while doodli& on a piece of foolscap
one winter day in 1632 (having just
added a 63 page cash receipts journal),
his pen slipped and made a peculiar but
remarkably artistic mark on the paper.
From this fantastic stroke of luck
evolved the universal accounting symbol
- t h e tick mark.
Unfortunately, history has not
treated Johannes kindly and his
remarkable feat was unknown to most
accountants until this new disclosure.
Genius such as Johannes' comes along
every couple of centuries. Recently,
there are indications that another
great intellect is at work, caxxying
forth the work of Johannes Tick. The

name of this modern-day scientist is
not known, but his work clearly
indicates that his stature is every bit as
great as the father of the tick mark.
Here are some samples of his latest
discoveries, in which he brings the
standard tick mark into the second
generation stage.
Added but did not cross check.
VgCross checked but did not add.
(C Does not cross check or cross
check error somewhere.
11 Cross checked on second attempt.
(6"~rror found and corrected by
male employee.
\/O. Error found and corrected by
female employee.
Error found and corrected by
male and female employees
working the night shift.
-K Does not cross check on second
attempt - error beyond the understanding of the chief accountant.
Cross check error beyond
comprehension of manager.
+?? Error also beyond scope of
director.
Q "Plugging" ("We give up and
therefore forced the figures to
make them come out .")

v

All ideas for further symbols happily
accepted. Who knows, we may put
together the Definitive Dictionary of
Accounting Symbols.
Ed Rowan
(American Elsevier)

NEW PRESIDENT
AM ERlCAN ELSEVl ER
Mr. J.J.F. Kels has been appointed
president of American Elsevier
Publishing Company, Inc., New York,
and at the same time deputy director
of Associated Scientific Publishers.
Mr. Kels has laid down his duties as
managing director of Elsevier Scientific
Publishing Company, Amsterdam.
In New York, he succeeds Drs. E. van
Tongeren, Chairman of American
Elsevier, who temporarily took on the
presidency.
In addition to his new duties, Mr. Kels
will continue to run the American
side of the social sciences publishing
programme of Elsevier Scientific, in
cooperation with its New York editor,
Mr. W.L. Gum.

New

IBM

Electronic
Lomposer
at Nor thprint
'

n

It's only a short time ago that we
published an enthusiastic report in
ASPects about Northprint's activities
and the machines they use.
But times change and technique
doesn't stand still. A brand-new
machine has iince been developed, the
IBM-Electronic "Selectric" Composer,
and we are pleased to announce the
arrival of such machines at Northprint.
Its simple desktop model contains
still more hidden technical wonders
than the Kelso-system for which this
machine might be a replacement.
Simple "push-the-button" commands
can be given and the machine - which
we call the Roadrunner - automatically
follows the instructions: Its electronic
memory can store some 8.000 signs,
including the necessary codes. First, a work sheet is typed and codes
are put in. When the memory is filled,

The Roadrunner

or nearly filled, we let the machine
"play off". The text appears, neatly
justified, centred, "columned", in
forms composition or statistical setting,
etc. according t o the instructions
given. Corrections can be made very
easily. In a jiffy one can go back to the
place of the signs to be corrected. The
correction - and only that - is typed
in. The memory neatly shifts everything that follows to its place, no
matter the size of the corrections.
The Roadrunner has fewer mechanical
parts than the composer in use now,
so it may be expected that repairs will
be less time-consuming. As for the
operators, it must be an improvement
t o be able t o typeset complete work.
a camera-read; sheet, instkad of the
half product each of them had to
make with the Kelso-system (namely
'

the magnetic tape or the output).
With the Roadrunner we hope that
even in these times of inflation
Northprint can keep its place in the
competitive field of scientific
publications.

The right-.'landside of the keyboard with
keys for special instructions which -among
other things - makes correcting so easy.

This picture shows the double function some o f the keys have.

l
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ACQUISITION EDIITORS-BEWARE!
The fact that overseas travel is
difficult can be illustrated by a recent
circular sent out by The British Book
Development Council which is the
Export Division of the Publishers
Association of Great Britain which
reads:

MALAWI - Censorship and Dress
Restrictions
Reports indicate that the Government
of Malawi is becoming increasingly
strict in its interpretation of "indecency7'
both in dress and in books. Travellers
wearing dresses above the knee or bell

bottomed trousers may be refused entry
and booksellers are expected to black
out illustrations in books or magazines
which show any part of the female
figure bare between the neck and the
knee.
It would appear that this is an obvious
attack on all European Naval personnel
where bell bottom trousers have been
the traditional dress for years.

from Warsaw
with love
1. i
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Dr. P.J. Vinken, Member of the Board
of Managing Directors of the
Elsevier Group, has been honoured by
having been appointed professor
extraordinarius in the University of
Leyden, The Netherlands. In close
relation to his work in Excerpta
Medica his appointment covers the
research in and the use of medical
data systems.
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Our publishing group has been
pleasantly surprised to receive an
impressive document (below) containing the following text:
"On the occasion of the Jubilee of the
XXth Book Fair, the Organizing
Committee of the Warsaw International
Book Fair, the Polish Book
Publishers Association and the Associa-

JOURNALS
The journals programme at American
~lseciercontinues to grow. Thus far
this year three new quarterly periodicals
have been added to the ten existing
journals published by Amels. In January
Studies in Applied Mathematics was
transferred to Amels after 53 years of
publication by Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT, Cambridge Mass.)
and the MIT Press. Edited by
Professor David Benney of MIT, this
journal arrives with a very respectable
list of world-wide subscribers. We look
for this journal t o prosper further in
the next half century !
In May we saw the publication of the
first issue of Linguistic Analysis, under

APPOINTMENT
MR. FRANK

U

tion of Polish Libraries have the
honour to award to Associated Scientific Publishers, Amsterdam, the
Certificate of Honour with a view t o
their long and continuous participation"
(signed by Mr. Z. Jasiriski,
Mr. A. Wasilewski and Mr. T. Hussak of
the respective organizations, dated
May 197 5).

the editorship of Professor Michael
Brame, University of Washington,
Seattle. Before the first issue was in
proof nearly 200 individuals signed on
to take the journal. We trust this
augurs well for the future. Finally, a
fast growing research area is now represented in the Amels journal programme
with the publication of Applied
Mathematics and Computation edited
by Professor Robert Kalaba of the
University of Southern California.
This journal will fulfil1 the need for
research information on computer
applications t o the biological, social,
and physical sciences.
In terms of overall growth Amels will
issue 21 volumes of its various journals
this year compared with 13 volumes
in 1974. This 60% increase in productivity has been accomplished without
any increase in full-time staff.
Michael Connolly

The Dutch Government has appointed
Mr. M.D. Frank (photo) - former
director of North-Holland Publishing
Company and now member of the
Boards of Supervisory Directors of
Elsevier Publishing Company (our
holding company) and Associated
Scientific Publishers - member of the
Council of the "Nederlandse Organisatie voor Zuiver-Wetenschappelijk
Onderzoek ZWO" (Netherlands Organization for the Advancement of Pure
Research).
This organization's aims are: to
promote pure scientific research
particularly by awarding grants, and to
coordinate this research by all expedient
means; to promote applied scientific
research in the field of the humanities
and social sciences. Of ZWO's own
publications we mention Current
research in the Netherlands, published
in English.

