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New Scopus “Author Identifier” wows 

customers 
The new Scopus Author Identifier, which 

dramatically increases search efficiency, has 

received an enthusiastic reception from users.   

Released in May, the Author Identifier 

automatically distinguishes between authors with 

the same name and matches variations of author 

names. The tool uses additional data elements 

associated with the article, such as affiliation, 

publication history, source title, subject area and 

co-authors to achieve this distinction. This  
addition to Scopus further supports Elsevier’s aim 

to be a pioneer in the development of  

electronic tools that demonstrably improve the 

productivity of those we serve. …(502) 

 

Elsevier exceeds environmental target 
Elsevier offices around the world continue to be 
involved in various initiatives that are aimed at 

reducing harm to the environment in support of 

Reed Elsevier’s Green Room. … 

This year, Reed Elsevier is focusing on 

“Transport”– particularly business travel, which 

represented 38% of the company’s direct CO2 

emissions in 2005. Many offices are already 

making improvements. In 2005, the FDC Reports 

office was recognised for submitting the 

Outstanding Traffic Mitigation Plan for their traffic 

district by local government. The facility offers 
bike racks and showers and subsidises parking for 

employees who “carpool”.  The Nemo real-time 

collaborative meeting rooms, which have been 

installed in the Amsterdam, London and New York 

offices, have reduced the number of short and  

long-haul trips normally made, saving an  

estimated 266 tonnes of CO2. … 

 

One aspect of this  was the  

presentation of information on environmental 

practices in the building. A surprising fact  

mentioned related to the amount of energy saved if 
all 1,800 employees in the Amsterdam building 

simply switch off their computers when they go 

home: “If everyone in the building leaves their 

computer on, in only two nights they will have 

consumed the same as a Dutch household in a 

year”.  … (503) 

 

 

 

 

British Army airlifts Elsevier content 

into Iraq 
Elsevier recently donated £30,000 worth of medical 

textbooks in continuing support for Iraqi 

physicians, who represent a local community in 

need. 

To ensure that the books reached various hospital 

libraries throughout Iraq safely, Elsevier worked 

with the British Army who collected the books 

from the Camden and Oxford offices for the airlift 

into Iraq. … (504) 

 

Elsevier research was key to solving 

medical mystery 

Research published in Elsevier’s world-class 
journals, The Lancet and Cell, played a crucial role 

in establishing how long “mad cow disease” (BSE) 

can exist in the human body before it develops into 

the human brain condition, Variant Creutzfeldt-

Jakob Disease (vCJD). 

Writing recently in The Lancet, Dr. John Collinge 

and colleagues from University College London 

found that vCJD, may have an incubation period 

exceeding 50 years. They conclude that the vCJD 

epidemic could have been substantially 

underestimated. 
Their findings were based on a similar epidemic 

involving “Kuru”, a mystery illness on the remote 

Pacific territory of Papua New Guinea. Eleven 

patients identified between July 1996 and June 

2004 were found to have taken between 34-56 years 

to show any symptoms of the illness, which is 

characterised at first by uncontrollable shaking and 

later by senility and death. The victims were 

members of the “Fore”, a tribe of Stone Age people 

who used cannibalism as a ritual to honour and 

mourn their dead.   … (504) 

 

 

Elsevier celebrates 30 years in Shannon 
The Shannon office in Ireland reached the 30-year 

milestone in July. To mark the occasion Gerrit Bos, 

Barbara van Schaik and the other members of the 

Editorial-Production Management team joined the 

local staff in Shannon to celebrate. 

On the 19 July 1976, subscription services started 

for 12 biomedical journals with two staff. In 

January of the following year, the Typesetting and 

Desk Editorial Departments were set up. Today, the 

site is the second largest production unit with 423 

titles generating 643,000 pages and with the support 
departments answering 4,000 queries 
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per week. There are now 122 people working at the 

Shannon office. 

Managing Director Brendan Curtin said: “Three 

members of the current staff are with us from the 

beginning: Annette Moloney has been here from 

the very first day, and other long-serving staff 

members include Agnes Fitzgerald and Gerry 

Gallagher who joined in August 1976 and January 

1977 respectively. Some of the journals from the 

start are still being produced by the site today, they 

include Cancer Letters, Atherosclerosis, Drug and 

Alcohol Dependence.”  
The Shannon office is now a company front runner 

for many new developments including the Elsevier 

Editorial System roll out and support as well as 

initiatives such as E-proofing and E-offprints. 

Colleagues at Shannon are currently reviewing their 

workflows using recently acquired Six Sigma. Six 

Sigma is a disciplined, data-driven approach  and 

methodology for eliminating defects in any process 

– from manufacturing to transactional and from 

product to service.   (505) 

 

Parental attitudes influence growth of a 

sweet tooth 
New research published in Elsevier’s journal, 

Physiology & Behavior, has found that our early 

taste for meat and fish is most likely to be inherited, 

whereas our desire for sweet foods and  

vegetables tends to be linked to the attitudes of our 

parents. 

In the article, Heritability of food preferences in 

young children, Dr. Jane Wardle and colleagues 

looked at the eating behaviour of 200 pairs of twins 

(aged between four and five). Approximately 77 

different food types were examined to test the 

hypothesis that food taste was largely inherited.  
The findings revealed a distinct division between a 

taste for meat and fish, which was largely inherited, 

and a taste for vegetables, fruits and desserts, which 

may be environmental in origin. Parents, it was 

found, could influence their child’s taste in food by 

expressing a preference, displaying certain foods 

frequently or by making them part of a staple diet. 

… (505)  

 

Elsevier increases development in 

Russia 
As part of the strategic priority to focus on high 

growth segments, including geographic regions, in 

January this year Elsevier began escalating its 

development of the Russian market. 

During the 1990’s, when Russia was in a state of 

stagnation, there was little money available for 

scientific research. Following the Russian economic 

recovery, which was largely due to the increase in 

world market prices for oil and other resources that 

Russia exports, there has been a steady increase in 

spending on scientific information.  

Elsevier’s development in Russia began in 2003 
when a three-year agreement with the Russian 

Foundation for Basic Research – the only 

government research agency in Russia – began for 

ScienceDirect OnSite (SDOS). Until now, this deal 

was Elsevier’s main business channel in Russia. 
Elsevier increases development in Russia. … 

Senior Account Manager for Russia & CIS … 

explained Elsevier’s growing popularity in Russia: 

“When we placed the news about the ScienceDirect 

China Collection [that contains English-language 

journals, many of which are from the prestigious 
Chinese Academy of Sciences] locally in March, a 

week later it had been cited by 16,000 Russian 

sites. This is largely due to our Russia website 

[separate to Elsevier.com], which already has a 

large base of registered users: 1,400 from Russian 

universities and research institutes. They all receive 

Elsevier updates.” ... (506) 

 

 
 

 

Why men live faster, die younger  
Young men between the ages 15 and 44 are four 

times more likely to die in an accident or  

commit suicide than women in the same age group. 

They are also more likely to die of  

cardiovascular diseases or cancer-related illness.   

A new study in Elsevier’s Journal of Men’s Health 

and Gender looked at mortality rates among young 

men across 44 different countries globally. Each 

country was found to have an excess of male deaths 
due to potentially avoidable causes. For men aged 

between 15 and 34 “Accidents and Adverse 

Effects”, which includes deaths due to road traffic 

accidents, was the principle cause of death in 36 of 

the 44 countries. Between the ages of 35 and 44, 

deaths from disease processes, including cancer and 
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cardiovascular diseases, become the principal cause 

of premature death.   

The survey also revealed a number of national / 

regional variations in terms of mortality rates 

among young men. In Brazil, homicide is  

identified as the principal cause of death among 

young men, whereas in Japan, suicide accounts for 

the highest death rates.  

Regional differences were also noted, with 

Southern European countries having a lower level 
of suicide than Northern European  

countries. Eastern European countries, including 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, stood out in  

virtually all categories as having strikingly high 

death rates among men. 

The study suggests that although the results support 

the theory that men’s lifestyles and their propensity 

for risk taking exerts a significant influence on 

premature death rates, men also appear to be harder 

hit by outside factors, including social upheaval and 

uncertainty. Whereas causes of death among men 
appear to differ greatly across countries and 

regions, the rate of death among women in the same 

age group is not only consistently much lower than 

for men, it also varies considerably less across 

Geography. … (507) 

 

Delivery time reduced for 1,000 print 

journals 

Tetrahedron Letters recently became the 1,000th 
journal to despatch directly to subscribers from the 

printer (rather than its warehouse), shortening the 

journey to the print customer.  

The Printer Despatch Project team, which is cross-

departmental within Operations, has transferred the 

subscriber label generation, wrapping and journal 

despatch from the Frans Maas warehouse in The 

Netherlands to the respective journal printers. 

Initial “mystery shopper” data shows a four-day 

reduction in the mean time-to-receipt from the start 

of printing. This represents a significant 
improvement in customer service. Coupled with 

this is an estimated saving of EUR 500,000 per year 

when fully implemented in 2007. … (508) 

 

Can a diet of spices and herbal tea aid 

weight loss? 
In a study just published in Elsevier’s Physiology 

and Behaviour, Westerterp-Plantenga and 

colleagues found that the solution for losing weight 

may lie in a diet of spicy food and cups of herbal 

tea. 

 

Over 300 million adults are obese worldwide, 
according to the latest statistics from the World 

Health Organization and the International Obesity 

Task Force. With obesity reaching epidemic 

proportions, the search is on for a miracle cure for 

our expanding waistlines.  

 

The purpose of the study was to identify whether 

certain spices and herbs can help stimulate 

increased metabolic rates through thermogenesis, a 

natural process in which fat is burned to produce 

body heat. The thermogenic process can be jump-

started by a number of factors including cold, 

exercise and dietary supplements. 

 

The researchers observed the metabolic effects of 

capsaicin, black pepper, ginger and spice mixes on 

rats. In the case of both capsaicin and black pepper, 

a significant increase in thermogenesis was 
observed, indicating that these spices have a 

potential influence on body weight regulation. 

Similarly, combinations of black pepper, coriander, 

turmeric, red chilli, cumin and ginger or onion, 

commonly used in Indian cuisine, were shown to 

aid digestion and influence overall food intake in 

rats. 

 

The effects of green tea and black tea herbs were 

also measured. In both cases, a significant impact 

on metabolic rates was observed, leading to reduced 
food intake and bodyweight levels in the case of the 

black tea and increased thermogenesis in the case of 

the green tea. 

 

When tested on humans, researchers observed 

many of the same effects, though it was difficult to 

quantify the precise impact of the herbs and spices 

in clinical trials. Consequently, anyone thinking of 

fighting the flab with a diet of green tea and curry 

alone may be disappointed, so don’t go cancelling 

the gym membership just yet.  (509) 
 

Elsevier embraces new web technology 
An Elsevier team recently held a workshop on new 

user-interactive and social community web 

applications. Applications discussed at the 

workshop included social network tools, blogs, 

wikis, podcasts and other applications associated 
with the next generation of the Internet, which is 

often called “Web 2.0”. 

The purpose of the workshop was to improve cross-

business unit awareness of existing Elsevier 

initiatives, and to understand how these tools could 

be adopted by Elsevier to better serve customers’ 

information needs.  The workshop included 

individuals involved in product development from 

across Elsevier. They concluded that while end-user 

adoption of these applications has so far been slow 

in the STM community, publishers are encouraged 

by the increasing use of these new technologies in 
adjacent communities. … (511) 

 

Elsevier publishes Alzheimer’s disease 

breakthrough 
A study published by Elsevier in the September 

issue of The American Journal of Medicine has 

found that drinking fruit and vegetable juices 

frequently may delay the onset of Alzheimer’s 

disease.  

Researchers, who followed almost 2,000 subjects 

for up to 10 years, found that the risk for 
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developing Alzheimer’s disease was reduced by 

76% for those who drank fruit and vegetable juices 

more than three times per week compared with 

those who drank juices less than once per week. A 

lower reduction (16%) was obtained for juice 

consumption once or twice per week. 

 

Recent studies have suggested that polyphenols, 

strong anti-oxidants available in many foods, might 

provide some protection against Alzheimer’s 
disease. This new study is a significant 

breakthrough because it is the first to examine 

juices rich in polyphenols as a preventive measure 

for Alzheimer’s disease. Like other medical 

breakthroughs that Elsevier has published, such as 

The Lancet’s 1940 article on the revolutionary 

antibiotic effects of penicillin in mice, this research 

helps fuel the continuous cycle of discovery – one 

of Elsevier’s commitments to the global heath 

communities. …(512) 

 

Scopus launches 24-hour online support 

for customers 
E-Helpdesks in Amsterdam, New York and 

Singapore collaborating on Scopus LiveChat – an 

online chat service that provides immediate 

assistance to queries – are helping users to focus 

on their work and increase their productivity. 

 

On 1 September, Elsevier began offering LiveChat 

functionality to Scopus users around the globe, 24 

hours a day, Monday to Friday. The LiveChat 

functionality was trialed with specific customers in 

EMEA and the US during the first two quarters of 
2006 and the customer feedback was 

overwhelmingly positive. A Hungarian  

end-user noted, “Everything was perfect, I am very 

satisfied,” and an Israeli end-user was similarly 

positive, stating simply, “Wonderful service.” 

Elsevier is the first major science and health 

publishing company to embrace this online means 

of providing customer service and there are plans to 

include LiveChat options on other Elsevier products 

in the foreseeable future. … (513) 

 

 

Elsevier colleagues offer insight and 

support at SIIA meeting 
Three Elsevier colleagues, led by SVP, A&G 

Americas Darrell Gunter, represented STM 

community interests and helped lead discussion and 

thought at the Software & Information Industry 

Association (SIIA) meeting in Amsterdam last 

week. 

In his role as member of the Steering Committee, 

Darrell produced a panel discussion on doing 

business in Latin America, recruited speakers and 

panellists for the meeting and acted as a sounding 

board for the VP of planning. Darrell, who was also 
asked to be chair of the meeting, explained why 

Elsevier’s involvement was important: “Our 

participation ensured that STM community issues 

were addressed at the forum. It also allowed us to 

see and hear the best practices from other media 

publishing companies, which broadened our 

knowledge.”  … (514) 

 
 

 

Mosby becomes 100 years new 
2006 marks a century of healthcare publishing 

excellence for Elsevier’s Mosby imprint. Today’s 

colleagues are proud to offer their experiences in a 

story that shows how some things never change. 
The C.V. Mosby Company began in 1906 with the 

foresight and determination of Dr. Charles Virgil 

Mosby. After graduating from medical school in the 

early 1900s, Dr. Mosby decided he could best serve 

mankind by  

fulfilling a need for quality medical and dental 

books.  For years he travelled rural Missouri and 

southern Illinois, usually by horse drawn carriage, 

calling on physicians, teachers, authors, and editors. 

 

Mosby’s vision   

The first book published under the Mosby imprint 
in 1906 was Bernays: Golden Rules of Surgery. 

This became the foundation for the five-volume 

“Golden Rule” series. …  

 

“The Mosby Company is selling more than 

medical and dental books for a profit. It is 

crusading for better health, longer and 

happier lives for men, women and 

children.” 1940 declaration  (515) 
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