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Excerpta Medica brings medical 

conferences direct to physicians’ desks   
Excerpta Medica has recently launched Conference 

Reporter® and Conference Reviewer®, a new 

service that brings news, reviews and video 

interviews from major medical conferences to 

physicians‟ computers twice daily and within hours 

of the news being presented at the meeting.  

 

The service was developed by Excerpta Medica, 

Elsevier‟s global medical communications 

company, for a major pharmaceutical client 

wanting to provide high-quality, in-depth 
conference news in almost real-time on their 

physician web portal. This service is unique as it 

enables physicians to follow the major 

developments at medical conferences without 

having to attend the meeting. … (516) 

 

 

Health Sciences produces podcasts to 

deliver content anytime, anywhere   
IMNG, The Lancet and Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

are using podcasts to add value to their services and 

brands. 

IMNG now offers a weekly medical news podcast 
sponsored by a major client; visitors to 

thelancet.com can “listen to The Lancet” with 

editorial staff discussing highlights from the week‟s 

issue; and Gastrointestinal Endoscopy is piloting 

recordings of article abstracts and selected content 

from the current issue. 

 

According to Wikipedia, podcasting is the method 

of distributing multimedia content, such as audio or 

video files, over the Internet using syndication 

feeds, for playback on mobile devices and personal 

computers….(516) 
 

Elsevier authors win 2006 Nobel Prizes  
This year’s Nobel Prize winners in Chemistry and 

Physiology or Medicine have published in Cell 

Press and other Elsevier journals. 

Roger Kornberg, the winner of the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry 2006, has published 71 articles in 

Elsevier journals. Kornberg won “for his studies of 

the molecular basis of eukaryotic transcription”. 

His work has led to a better understanding of the 

transcription process (the copying of information 

stored in cells), which is important for the 

development of different therapeutic applications of 

stem cells. Significantly, a FEBS Letters review 

article Kornberg wrote is listed in the official  

documentation on the Academy website as one of 

the relevant articles belonging to the topic and the 

Nobel Prize. Furthermore, Kornberg‟s  

relationship with Elsevier is not only as an author: 

he has been on the Trends in Biochemical Sciences 

(TiBS) Editorial Board since 1994. 

Andrew Z. Fire and Craig C. Mello, winners of the 

Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2006, have 

published work in several Cell Press journals. They 

won “for their discovery of RNA interference – 

gene silencing by double-stranded RNA”, which is 
a fundamental mechanism for controlling the flow 

of genetic information. The articles the pair wrote 

for Cell and Molecular Cell related to their winning 

discovery.  

John C. Mather and George F. Smoot won the 

Nobel Prize in Physics 2006 “for their discovery of 

the blackbody form and anisotropy of the cosmic 

microwave background radiation”. Their work 

focuses on small temperature variations after the 

“Big Bang”, which are important in showing how 

galaxies came into being. Mather and Smoot have 

also published work with Elsevier. 
The Sveriges Riksbank prize in Economic Sciences 

in memory of Alfred Nobel 2006 went to Edmund 

S. Phelps, a past Elsevier author, “for his analysis 

of intertemporal tradeoffs in macroeconomic 

policy”. Phelps‟ work has deepened understanding 

of the relation between short-run and long-run 

economic policy. …(517) 

 

 
 

Lancet article sparks wide media  

coverage, adds weight to new field   
A recent study in The Lancet generated much 
debate and publicity in multiple media  

channels including print, television, radio and the 

blogosphere. 

The study, which focuses on mortality after the 

2003 invasion of Iraq, is another addition to the 
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long list of articles published by The Lancet that 

have generated mainstream media coverage. 

Many newspapers, including The New York Times, 

The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal and 

The Guardian (UK), ran articles on the new 

research, which was also the lead article on the 

Today show – a morning television programme in 

the US.  

 The Lancet was kept busy amid the media activity. 

Last week, Richard Horton, Editor of The Lancet, 
said: “We are doing wall-to-wall television and 

radio interviews here in Camden [London]. We are 

also writing a piece for a UK newspaper, and we‟re 

involved in evening news interviews tonight – live 

and pre-record.” 

In his editorial, Richard highlighted how the study 

will benefit the scientific community: “This study 

adds substantially to the new field of conflict 

epidemiology, which has been evolving rapidly in 

recent years.”   (518)  

 

Elsevier FLASH: latest issue 

Here are the latest headlines from FLASH, 

Elsevier’s monthly news alert for journalists, which 

creates awareness of breakthroughs in science and 

medicine: 

1. The beauty messages begin with Mickey and 

Minnie Mouse  
A recent study reveals that Saturday morning and 

after-school animated cartoons start shaping young 

minds in terms of what is physically attractive.  

2. If you want to make the grade, you gotta get your 

zzzz’s 

A good night‟s sleep could not only make the 

difference in bringing home straight As, but it could 

also impact your basic memory and delivery of 

everyday tasks. 

3. Not always sugar and spice: trends show female 

violence on the rise 
Juvenile arrest rates for adolescent females have 

skyrocketed over the past 15 years. Many young 

girls are turning to increasingly violent crimes more 

quickly and researchers are only beginning to 

understand the reasons why.  

4. Is men’s health media too macho to be effective? 

Researchers have taken a closer look at the 

headlines, themes and content targeted  

specifically to men in health magazines, and are 

questioning if the approach to men‟s health writing 

and style is a little too “macho”. 

5. Parents restricting outside playtime due to safety 
concerns: another factor in childhood obesity?  

A new study looks at the correlation between 

parents‟ perceptions of neighbourhood safety and 

their children‟s activity levels.  

6. Is beer the drink of choice for women with 

alcohol problems? 

Will it be a tasty brew, a sweet merlot or a shot of 

Jack? New research reveals the choice may be 

determined by how an individual wants to feel after 

a drink … and if that individual has an alcohol 

problem. 

7. Attractive? Not attractive? It depends on where 

you live 

Thin is in – or is it? The answer all depends on 

where you live and some key cultural cues that 

present themselves in different parts of the world. 

8. Mini-gastric bypass surgery proves effective over 

more invasive alternative 

As more people look to weight-loss surgery to 

address their expanding waist lines, new research 

suggests that the best way to drop a few dress sizes 
is to opt for the mini – as in mini-gastric bypass 

surgery.  (519)              

 

Elsevier’s electronic tools and financial 

support aid Moldovan medical libraries  
Elsevier recently gave its support to a project 

between medical libraries in North Carolina, US 

and their counterparts in Moldova, which is the 

poorest of all Eastern European countries.   

The initial goals of the project were to provide the 

Moldovan medical libraries with free electronic 

interlibrary loans; current print medical journals 

and books; and to introduce them to electronic 
medical databases. … (519) 

 

Employees make a difference through 

the Matching Gift Program 
The Elsevier Foundation, which makes grants and 

contributions throughout the world, is optimising 

financial resources and maximising impact in the 

communities we serve through three specific 

programmes: The Innovative Library Access (ILA) 

Program; The Elsevier Scholars Program; and The 

Elsevier Employee Matching Gift Program – the 

focus of this article.  

This year approximately 185 employees from 21 
offices globally have taken advantage of the 

Matching Gift Program, which matches donations 

to a maximum of $500 per person to qualifying 

non-profit organisations. … (520) 

 

PTS reaches milestone 
Five years ago the Production Tracking System 
(PTS) was released for five pilot journals in 

Amsterdam. The introduction of PTS was a major 

step towards a full electronic end-to-end workflow 

for journal production.  

The very first “real” users, … look back on that 

first day and the succeeding years. 

“It was quite frustrating at the time,” … “Initially, 

PTS contained many bugs and our desktop 

computers could not cope with the load of the 

system. At one point users in Amsterdam were only 

allowed to work with PTS in the morning, while 
their counterparts in Shannon could only work in 

the afternoon.” 

 

Development has since improved the system. “PTS 

has really grown to maturity over the years to 

become an indispensable workflow tool,” … “It 

tracks where you are in the workflow and 

automatically begins the next activity once the 
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previous one has closed. When I open the system in 

the morning it shows me exactly where I am on my 

task list.” … “We have been privileged to be able to 

grow with the system over the years, and witness 

the introduction of new functionality,…” 

After five years of service, PTS has served Elsevier 

longer than all of its predecessors.   (522) 

 

Elsevier FLASH: latest issue 
… 

1. New research reveals how men and women size 

up the competition in the dating world 

Are you giving the competition a little too much 

credit when it comes to ranking them on the 

desirability scale? 

2. Put down the remote: it could be damaging to 
your happiness 

While television may provide an immediate 

comfort to individuals, it actually takes people 

away from the real key to happiness. 

3. Pedestrians and mobile phones may be a 

dangerous combination 

A new study examines the extent to which 

pedestrians are placing themselves in danger when 

chatting on their mobile phones. 

4. Do chess and intelligence go hand in hand? 

Former World Chess Champion Bobby Fischer, 

said the object of the game was to “crush the 
opponent‟s mind”. And with impressive wins 

around the world, one could conclude he often did. 

But what made him great?  

5. Resembling mum and dad – can you tell who you 

look like more? 

A new study attempts to quantify the resemblance 

of children to their parents and how the 

resemblance varies with age. 

6.  Does vanity matter more to the tattooed? 

What is the motivation for those who decide to go 

under the needle to secure their unique piece of 
body art? 

7. New study examines if and why some siblings 

rank higher than others in achievement and 

behaviour 

Although parents try to avoid favouritism, their kids 

often turn out differently regardless – why? 

8. Having an alcoholic beverage a day could keep 

the mind humming in old age 

Who cares if you‟re pushing 80! Enjoy that glass of 

wine, it could keep your brain fine-tuned. 

9. Iron deficient infants may lag behind in motor 

development 
Be sure your babies get the iron they need! If they 

become iron deficient in infancy, their long-term 

motor development can be affected.  

10. Committed to the company or your career? 

Researchers take a closer look at what they‟re 

calling a “push-pull” theory of work commitment 

among organisational professionals.     (523( 

 

 

 

One billionth article downloaded on 

ScienceDirect 
On 14 November, ScienceDirect recorded the one-

billionth full-text article download, a major 

milestone for the platform and a key step towards 

an Elsevier goal: increasing global dissemination 

of high-quality STM research.  

This milestone prompted ScienceDirect to 

investigate and highlight some interesting research 

trends that have emerged since April 1999 when the 

platform was launched. The most knowledge 
hungry nation is the US, which has accounted for 

25% of all downloads. The Lancet, Tetrahedron 

Letters and Cell rank respectively as the top three 

most popular journals by downloads. The most 

downloaded article is The Hallmarks of Cancer, 

which appeared in Cell, Vol: 100, Issue 1. 

 

In its first year, just over 300,000 full-text articles 

were requested from ScienceDirect by about 60 

customer organisations. Now, in 2006, a record 

usage of more than 300 million articles from 

approximately 6,000 customer organisations 
worldwide has been achieved. … (523) 

 

LexisNexis to distribute Elsevier content to 

legal customers 

The agreement, which gives LexisNexis electronic 

distribution rights in the legal sector for selected 

journals available on ScienceDirect, is the result of 

collaboration between two Reed Elsevier 

businesses, across S&T and Health Sciences 

divisions of Elsevier and between departments. 

Reed Elsevier‟s LexisNexis® division offers its 

customers an extensive range of products and 
services for professionals in the business and 

practice of law.  

    

“It‟s a great example of boundarylessness. It really 

was a group effort.  I‟d like to give  credit  to the 

people behind the scenes including colleagues in 

departments such as the electronic warehouse, 

strategy, sales and marketing, ScienceDirect, 
publishing and IT development,” says Martin 

O‟Malley, Managing Director Corporate Markets, 

Science & Technology. …(525) 

 

Elsevier makes Nobel Laureate articles 

freely available 
The full text of the 102 articles they’ve published 

with us, is now available on elsevier.com. 

 
Over 80% of Nobel Laureates in physics, 

chemistry, physiology or medicine and economics 

have published with Elsevier. “Our overarching 

objective is to make a genuine contribution to the 

science and health communities,” says Barbara 
Cooperman, Executive Vice President, Market 
Communications & Corporate Relations. “The fact 

that so many Nobel Laureates publish with us is 

testimony to our contribution.”  
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Elsevier is providing a brief explanation of their 

discoveries in a brochure and on the corporate 

website. A poster and online banner have been 

developed to encourage visits to the site. (525) 

 

Elsevier FLASH: latest issue 
1. Kids safety gear takes risky behaviour to a whole 

new playing field.  

Giving kids safety gear might actually increase the 

risks that the kids take. 

 2. Understanding the mindset of today’s terrorist. 

This research suggests that terrorists are very 

religious, not very happy with life, tend to over-

simplify complex problems, and believe they‟ll be 
rewarded for their fights and sacrifices. 

3. Kyle Minogue’s breast cancer scare made UK 

women more breast aware.  

Publicity caused a spike in referrals to a UK breast 

cancer clinic but not an increase in the number of 

cancer cases discovered. 

 4. Fast food restaurants fail to provide consumers 

with accessible nutrition information. 

Only 44% of American fast-food chains provided 

nutritional information. 

5. The space race is on, but what will we do when 

we get there?  
Space-based human communities will need to adopt 

some sort of space law so „earthkind‟ and 

„spacekind‟ can coexist.   

6. UK air travel continues to grown, but so do 

carbon emissions – Can there be harmony between 

the two? 

The UK government wants to reduce carbon 

emissions by 60% by 2050. But air travel will 

account for 25 – 27% of carbon emissions by that 

date. 

7. Running for office? The shape of your face may 
determine the outcome. 

The shape of a politicians face could be a 

determining factor in whether they get elected. 

8. What is growing on your toothbrush? 

Anti-bacterial toothbrushes don‟t appear to work, 

however toothpaste does help destroy the bugs on 

your brush. 

9. Do mummy and daddy treat junior and princess 

differently when it comes to risky behaviour? 

Dads are more protective of their daughters in risky 

situations.  Moms are more even-handed. 
10. Let’s talk about sex baby. Who said playing it 

safe can’t be fun?  

Research suggests sexual health trainers need to get 

comfortable talking about sex and pleasure, and not 

just preventing disease.   (527) 

 

Elsevier Ireland support tsunami 

recovery 
In a unique example of cooperation the team raised 

€5,000 to assist the Red Cross and Irish Sri Lanka 

Trust Fund.   

A portion of the money raised will be used to buy a 

fishing boat, which will bear the Elsevier journal‟s 

name. The second anniversary of the tsunami 

tragedy in the Indian Ocean will be marked with a 

special article in the journal in January 2007. 

The effort was Initiated by Gerry Gallagher of the 

Shannon office and supported by the Resuscitation 

editorial board. Editor-in-chief, Peter Baskett, 

comments: “This was a terrific initiative by the staff 

at Elsevier and Resuscitation seemed the most 

appropriate journal to implement it. I was very 

impressed by the positive attitude of the Shannon 

team, which is why I asked the Editorial Board to 
contribute.” 

The Buy-a-Boat campaign was created in  Ireland 

in 2004. Over 1,000 fishing boats have been 

delivered to registered fisherman around  the coast 

of Sir Lanka. (527) 
 

                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- a compilation of Elsevier Today for members of     

VGEO, especially for former employees of Elsevier - 

Editorial:  h.spaargaren@quicknet.nl  
Distribution: gerard.roza@hetnet.nl 
 

Fourth quarter 2006, covers issues 516 -  527 
 

 
 

         highlight 

Elsevier    today 

mailto:gerard.roza@hetnet.nl

