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New initiative means new books go 

straight to Print on Demand 
The initiative led by S&T Books UK Division and 

Inventory Management Group, means that some 

new books are published immediately to Print on 

Demand (POD) giving Elsevier a flexible, cost-

effective solution. … 

With this programme CIMA has a published book 

complete with ISBN, which meets their obligations 

to their research community. “This customer-

focussed initiative underscores our commitment to 

one of our most important strategic publishing 
partners and customers” …“Importantly, we 

publish profitably, do not tie up capital with printed 

inventory in our warehouse and the book is always 

available for sale. In addition the POD initiative 

still provides us with the opportunity to acquire rich 

content for future on-line content development.” 

 

With the POD programme a copy of the book is 

printed when a customer order comes in, 

eliminating the need to hold stock in the warehouse. 

“This new arrangement has given us more 

flexibility and much improved control of costs and 
inventory management,” … “This is a valuable 

model for all future situations where there is a 

contractual obligation to publish, but the 

„traditional‟ process is no longer viable or cost 

effective. This case study proves that going straight 

to POD is a profitable way to publish – and now 

even new acquisitions could go down this route 

straight away.”  …      (567)                         

 
Scopus powers Research Trends 

newsletter 
The new bi-monthly newsletter provides objective, 

up-to-the-minute insights into scientific trends. 

 

Research Trends will provide up-to-date insights 
into the state of science through thought-provoking 

articles based on bibliometric data. This data is 

analysed and interpreted by a team of internal and 

external experts in the field of bibliometrics, the 

discipline of measuring research performance.  

… 

“Scopus is at the forefront of developing ways for 

researchers, scientists and funding bodies to 

measure research output,” … 

Each issue will focus on five areas of interest: the 

value of bibliometric measures, trends in research, 
country trends, expert opinion and the citation 

choices of individual authors…. (568) 

 

Elsevier FLASH: Science in the news 
Here are the headlines from recent issues of 

FLASH, the bi-weekly news alert for journalists, 

which creates awareness of breakthroughs in 
science and health research published in Elsevier 

journals. … 

3. For Africa, the information superhighway is a 

rocky road 

In Elsevier’s Computers and Composition 

researchers give a rare glimpse into the role of 

computers in the educational systems of Ghana, 

Kenya and Egypt. Only 3.6% of Africans have 

access to the Internet, due to issues such as poverty, 

a lack of infrastructure and the belief that 

computers hinder the traditional learning process. 
… 

5. Read this before you purchase your next 

insurance policy 

Research published in Elsevier’s Journal of 

Economic Psychology, suggests that individuals  

tend to be drawn to an insurance policy offering 

lower deductibles, paying more out of pocket 

initially. Often, however, it makes more sense to 

get a cheaper policy and pay a larger deductible fee 

if an event occurs.    (569) 

 

ScienceDirect College Edition: Stronger 

offer enhances customer relationships 
Effective January 2008, the ScienceDirect College 
Edition will offer access to content going back to 

1995 – implementing a growth strategy based on 

more value for money.  

Before the content expansion, colleges had access 

to content from four years prior to the start date of 

their subscription. ScienceDirect College Edition is 

based on what is called an „access to content 

model‟. As subscribers are not actually building up 

archival rights, it makes sense that all customers 

should have access to the same content years – 

regardless of when they started. 
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“We made a strategic decision not to raise the price 

above the standard annual price increase”. … 

“Partly because the extra turnover was limited and 

would not justify the administrative costs. But, 

essentially, the content expansion is about 

providing the best possible basis for growth; 

offering more value for money, thus enhancing our 

reputation and strengthening the relationship that 

we‟ve worked so hard to develop with our 
customers.”  … (570) 

 
 

Elsevier employees acknowledged at the 

Reed Elsevier 2007 EPiC Conference… 
Acknowledged for „Valuing our People‟, Jan 

Visser, Elsevier Director Electronic Production, is 
lauded for providing clear vision, planning and 

operational leadership across many projects and 

initiatives. Jan has been responsible for introducing 

new systems for author submissions; 

revolutionising content workflows; and developing 

and implementing global standards in his division 

for Document Type Definitions (DTDs) which 

resulted in the publication of a 444 page book. His 

department has amongst the highest employee 

survey scores at Reed Elsevier and was selected as 

one of the areas to study as part of a review on 
„Great places to work.‟ Jan comments on the award: 

“This award is an acknowledgement of the 

continuous efforts of all Electronic Production 

people worldwide to make EPD a high performing, 

great place to work. ” … (570) 

 

Elsevier Editors’ Conferences mark 

anniversary 
Just after the 25th conference held in Miami in 
October, Elsevier Today spoke with Hans Kort, 

Associate Director, Academic Relations about the 

Editors’ Conferences which facilitate information 

exchange with and between Elsevier’s journal 

Editors. 

ET:What motivated your department to establish 

the Editors‟ Conferences? 

HANS: We noticed that Editors had a lack of 

knowledge on publishing issues in general and 

Elsevier in particular. They knew all about their 

journal and peer review, but their awareness of the 

scholarly communication process – the players in 

the field and the issues – was very limited. The aim 

of the Editors‟ Conferences is to inform them on 

what is going on in the industry and Elsevier. The 

conferences started back in 2001. Since then an 

average of four Editors‟ Conferences have been 

held every year. … 

ET:What can you tell us about the results? 

HANS: We look at the results in three ways. First, 

we conduct a survey after every Editors‟ 
Conference. Editors we survey are, in general, very 

satisfied with the Conference. Secondly, it‟s 

important to look at the numbers. Since we started 

1,611 Editors have attended a conference, 

representing a total of 983 journals. These journals 

published 156,076 research papers, or 76.5% of all 

papers published by Elsevier in that year. Thirdly, 

research shows that satisfaction scores in the Editor 

Feedback Programme are higher for Editors that 

attended the conferences. However, we cannot 

claim that there is a direct link to conference 
attendance. … 

Although many work as an Editor with pleasure, 

they see the invitation to the Editors’Conference as 

an acknowledgement and recognition of their work. 

… (571) 

 

Elsevier FLASH: Science in the news 

… 
1.Family prying into your love life? Get used to it. 

New findings in Elsevier‟s Evolution and Human 

Behavior suggest that your family‟s nosiness may 

have deep evolutionary roots. Canadian scientists 

have concluded that people are nosier about the 
romantic relationships of their closest kin, that 

female relatives tend to be nosier than male 

relatives, and that the more important a relationship 

the nosier people are. …(572) 

 

Scopus Custom Data fuels world 

rankings 
The prestigious Times Higher Education 

Supplement (THES) has chosen Scopus as the data 

source for their World University Rankings. 

The THES, a London-based weekly newspaper that 

reports on higher education issues, has published its 

World University Rankings annually since 2004. It 

works closely with QS, a leading independent 
network for higher education and related careers 

that acts as its research and data analysis arm.  

The full report of this year‟s university rankings 

based on Scopus Custom Data was publicised on 9 

November. “As our own methodology develops and 

improves, we felt we needed a more comprehensive 

data source,” explains Ben Sowter, Head of 

Research for QS. “We believe that the strong data 

found in Scopus, combined with other 

enhancements that we‟ve made to our 

methodology, will help stabilise rankings, making 
them more effective for tracking year-on-year 

performance. They will also result in a more robust 
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and balanced measure of comparative international 

university quality.” 

The decision to move to Scopus was made based on 

the quantity and quality of the data. More data is 

available for institutions outside the United States – 

including local-language content – providing a 

more representative global picture. In addition, 

Scopus provides access to greater data details that 

enhance the transparency and clarity of the ranking 

process. 
“This momentous occasion proves that Scopus has 

not only won the endorsement of many customers 

and end-users but now also by the research 

performance measurement community,” … “We 

are already experiencing positive reactions from the 

market as a consequence. It simply reconfirms the 

reliability and richness of our product.”  

Scopus Custom Data extracts Scopus core records 

in accordance to customer specifications, such as 

date range, subject categories and geographic 

location. Customers can load the XML data into 
their proprietary in-house systems, making it 

possible for them to run their specific search 

queries and execute their own analytical techniques. 

(573) 

 

New interactive and intuitive tools 

enhance ScienceDirect 
More development-partner-tested features were 

added to ScienceDirect in October to make it easier 

for researchers to find relevant content. 

Launched in June 2006, the ScienceDirect 

Development Partner Programme  helps Elsevier 

deliver user-focused products. Now well integrated 
in ScienceDirect product development, the 

development partners‟ involvement has ensured 

that the new features mirror researchers‟ needs. 

“We are helping to foster scientific discovery by 

implementing new functionality that improves ways 

in which researchers find relevant content,” 

explains Joep Verheggen, Director, ScienceDirect. 

“Our „Related Articles‟ function broadens the initial 

search by automatically generating similar research 

results, and our new spell checker saves time on re-

entering search queries.”  

Through intelligent document matching, Related 
Articles automatically displays citation information 

and the abstract of content relevant to the article 

being accessed, including a link to the full text. 

This improves the discoverability of information 

and makes it easier for a researcher to find key 

information. 

To maximise search outcomes and eliminate 

unwanted results, a new spell-check function has 

been integrated into ScienceDirect, which 

recognises spelling errors using a built-in 

dictionary. 
As an added value to traditional abstracts, 

ScienceDirect is now indexing Graphical Abstracts 

of 30 chemistry titles. Graphical Abstracts helps 

researchers summarise the scope of a structure or 

reaction more succinctly than plain text and is 

particularly important to organic chemistry 

researchers. (574) 

 

Breakthrough stem-cell research 

published in Cell receives international 

attention 
A simple recipe with just four ingredients can 

transform adult human skin cells into cells that 

resemble embryonic stem cells.  

New stem-cell research could lead to treatments for 

juvenile diabetes, Parkinson‟s disease and spinal-

cord injuries without the controversy surrounding 

traditional stem-cell research.  
Scientists in Japan and the United States 

“reprogrammed” mature human cells and returned 

them to a primordial, embryonic-like state in a 

laboratory dish. The converted cells have many of 

the physical, growth and genetic features typically 

found in embryonic stem cells and can differentiate 

to produce other tissue types, including neurons and 

heart tissue, according to the researchers.  

Scientists hope that, with the benefit of further 

research, these cells can be converted into fresh 

tissue and transplanted into patients to treat a 

variety of medical conditions. Because the 
transplanted tissue would be derived from the 

patient‟s own mature cells, it would have the same 

genetic makeup and would not be rejected by the 

immune system. 

The article captivated the attention of media 

worldwide. “Over 300 stories about the research 

appeared online within two hours after a press 

release was distributed, with nearly 800 stories by 

that afternoon,” reports Cathleen Genova, Press 

Officer for Cell Press. Prestigious news sources 

such as ABC, NBC, CNN and the BBC have aired 
stories on the study.  

“The breakthrough promises a plentiful new source 

of cells for use in research into new treatments for 

many diseases,” reported the BBC. The Wall Street 

Journal echoed the significance of the research: 

“The promise of using stem cells to treat disease 

has moved a tantalising step closer to reality, 

without the ethical shackles that have long hindered 

its progress.”  

The study, “Induction of Pluripotent Stem Cells 

from Adult Human Fibroblasts by Defined 

Factors,” was published in the 5 November issue of 
Cell … (575) 
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Elsevier helps create font system for 

science and math symbols 
STIX Fonts, a free system of 8,000+ symbols, is 

now available in a beta test version 

A group of scientific publishers, including Elsevier, 

have created a font system that makes it easy to 

insert math and science symbols into text, 

representing a major breakthrough in scientific, 

technical and medical publishing. The Scientific 

and Technical Information Exchange fonts – known 

as STIX Fonts – will be released in its final-
production version shortly after 15 December.  

The system alleviates the need to assemble symbols 

from a variety of fonts. On websites, characters are 

properly rendered regardless of the fonts installed 

on a particular computer. 

The project was proposed by Elsevier in 1995. Five 

publishers worked with Elsevier to design, fund and 

manage it: the American Chemical Society, the 

American Institute of Physics, the American 

Mathematical Society, the American Physical 

Society and the Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers. (576) 

 
 

Nobel Prize Ceremony honours 

researchers published by Elsevier 
Elsevier makes their work freely available online 

On Sunday, nine Nobel Laureates were honoured 

for their groundbreaking research in physics, 

chemistry, medicine and economics at the 2007 

Nobel Prize Award Ceremony in Stockholm. All 

have published extensively with Elsevier – as have 

the vast majority of Nobel Laureates.  

The Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded to Albert 

Fert (France) and Peter Grünberg (Germany) “for 
the discovery of Giant Magnetoresistance” – the 

technology used to read data on hard disks, like 

those in laptop computers and MP3 players.  

The Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to 

Gerhard Ertl (Germany), whose insights provided 

the scientific basis of modern surface chemistry and 

whose methodology is used in academic research 

and the industrial development of chemical 

processes.  

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine went to 

Mario R. Capecchi (USA), Sir Martin J. Evans 
(UK) and Oliver Smithies (USA). They pioneered a 

technique to inactivate individual genes in the 

mouse genome, revealing the function of specific 

genes and the diseases that can result when they are 

shut down. 

The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences 

in Memory of Alfred Nobel 2007 was awarded to 

Leonid Hurwicz (USA), Eric S. Maskin (USA) and 

Roger B. Myerson (USA) “for having laid the 

foundations of mechanism design theory.”  

… 

For more on the Nobel Prize, visit 
www.nobelprize.org. 

 
 

(577) 

 

San Diego thanks global Elsevier 

community for wildfire relief efforts 
When San Diego County was ravaged by wildfires 

in October, 15% of Elsevier employees were 

evacuated, and many staff members hosted them in 

their own homes. One employee‟s apartment was 

destroyed. In the weeks following, Elsevier San 

Diego received support and encouragement from 

colleagues around the world. 

Elsevier Orlando, St. Louis, New York, Shannon 
and Amsterdam organised fundraisers and sent 

messages of good will. In addition to these group 

efforts and those in the San Diego office, 

employees worldwide made individual 

contributions. … (578) 
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