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Building crucial relationships for the 

future 
Leaders throughout Elsevier are engaging with key 

stakeholders and policymakers in a variety of fields 

to help them understand our business and 

contributions 

As part of an Elsevier outreach initiative, 70 senior 

managers are visiting key decision makers who 

have the ability to steer the course of science. These 

ambassadors are going well beyond our traditional 

customer relationships to encounter high-level 
contacts in research, health and information fields. 

Program leaders say it‘s important to Elsevier‘s 

future, and they encourage other employees to use 

the presentation they developed for similar outreach 

as well as to get a better understanding of how our 

company is transforming.  

 

―We‘re showing key decision makers where we‘re 

going as a company and how it will benefit science 

and health globally,‖ said Paul Evans, Senior VP, 

International Publishing Development, and a leader 

in this outreach program. … 

 
―Historically, publishers in the STM (Scientific, 

Technical and Medical) fields have talked to 

librarians and scientists, but now we also have to 

talk to and influence policymakers,‖ he explained. 

―The problem is that, in the past, we‘ve not always 
been very good at demonstrating our value. And 

when you think about demonstrating value, 

especially in the face of criticism or objections, this 

can be a bit like selling. But we do this based not 

just on what we have now but in terms of where we 

are heading with new contributions to science and 

health. This shows we are a positive and strategic 

player making lasting inputs – not just a 

commercial player extracting profits.‖ 

 

Another program leader, Senior VP of Global and 

Academic Relations Michiel Kolman, said the 
group has seen 200 contacts so far this year. 

They‘re aiming to triple the number of visits from 

last year, when the program was started — going 

from 80 in 2007 to 240 in 2008. … (618) 

 
 

Protecting copyright starts here 
The ease of obtaining information from the Internet 

presents challenges to publishers and their 

employees 

As a leader in scientific publishing, Elsevier places 

a premium on copyright protection and standards. 

The company values intellectual property and 

carefully monitors any unauthorised use of its 
content. 

That‘s why we have to be vigilant about our own 

practices, especially when dealing with content that 

is posted freely on the Internet. This is important 

even when the author‘s goal seems to be to 

encourage others to link to and copy the content. 

Such a situation arose in August when a science 

blogger found that an e-newsletter feed compiled 

by LexisNexis for Elsevier contained a large 

portion of one of his blog posts. While the feed 

contained a link to his blog, it did not identify him 

by name. He criticised Elsevier for not upholding 
its own copyright standards, and his comments 

were reported by the online magazine The Scientist. 

… 

―We would also argue that the research community 

does not benefit if there are multiple versions of 

scientific and medical content without clear 

assurance as to who is standing behind  that content 

with respect to its accuracy and relevance,‖ Mark 

said …(620) 
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The Lancet launches China Series in 

Beijing 
Event marks the culmination of an intensive 

collaboration between The Lancet team and 

Elsevier colleagues in Beijing, Shanghai and Hong 

Kong 

Yesterday, The Lancet introduced its China series 

in Beijing‘s most prestigious venue, the Great Hall 

of the People. Launched together with the China 

Medical Board, it represents The Lancet’s 
commitment to a long-term partnership with 

Chinese medical science. 

The goal of the series is to recognise China‘s 

important role in global health – through the sheer 

size of its population, its unique culture, its historic 

contributions to innovation and its geopolitical role.  

(621) 

 

Information Age names Elsevier in ‘Top 

10 Web 2.0 success stories’ 
Elsevier shares distinction with IBM, Coca-Cola, 

GE and Dell in cover story about social media 

sparking collaboration in business 

Information Age, a leading business IT magazine, 
has featured Elsevier in its cover story about ―10 

outstanding applications of Web 2.0 in business.‖  

 

The article, in the current issue, praises Elsevier‘s 

social bookmarking site 2collab in describing ―how 

the best social media projects are harnessing the 

power of community and collaboration.‖  

2collab is a free collaborative research tool that 

enables researchers to form groups, share Internet 

resources and rate research papers. As the article 

points out, it also gives Elsevier ―valuable insight 
into how readers perceive the content.‖ The story 

also refers to a solution we‘re developing that 

allows researchers to find collaborators across 

disciplines, and the Funding Intelligence Tool that 

will be launched next year, which helps researchers 

find sources of funding.  

In the article, JK(…) talks about how these tools 

represent Elsevier‘s shift from publisher to 

information-solutions provider: ―In the end,‖ he 

says, ―we are trying to improve research 

performance productivity and enable researchers to 

connect to each other in new and better ways.‖ … 

(622) 

 

Elsevier Labs uses Internet technology 

to stay ahead of curve 
David Marques discusses his division’s use of 

dynamic online tools and their importance to users 

David Marques, VP of Architecture and New 

Technology, has 25 years of experience in software 

development. Before coming to Reed Elsevier in 

1997, he was a founding member of AltaVista. At 

Elsevier, he founded the Advanced Technology 

Group, the predecessor of Elsevier Labs and User 
Centered Design. Elsevier Labs has been a pioneer 

in the development of web services…. (622) 

 
 

Nobel Prize Ceremony to honour 

Elsevier researchers 
Elsevier pays tribute to 2008 Nobel Laureates with 

website, brochure and free access to publications 

Over the past 50 years, the vast majority of Nobel 

Laureates have been active with Elsevier, 

publishing in our journals and serving as editors 

and members of our editorial boards. 
 

The connection continues with this year‘s awards: 

Harald zur Hausen of Germany, who has published 

extensively with Virology, Vaccine and The 

Lancet, will share the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 

Medicine. He is being honoured for his discovery 

of human papilloma viruses (HPV) that cause 

cervical cancer.  

 

Roger Y. Tsien, a professor at the University of 

California, San Diego, who has published in 
various Elsevier titles including Cell and Trends in 

Biochemical Sciences, will share the Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry for the discovery and development of the 

green fluorescent protein (GFP), derived from 

jellyfish.  

 

Paul Krugman, a New York Times Op-Ed 

columnist and Princeton University economics 

professor who publishes much of his work with 

Elsevier and serves on the Editorial Board for Japan 

and the World Economy, will receive the Nobel 

Prize in Economics ―for his analysis of trade 
patterns and location of economic activity.‖ 

 

They are among 12 prominent researchers who will 

be honoured at the Nobel Prize Ceremony 

December 10 in Stockholm and Oslo.  

 

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was 

divided between two discoveries of viruses that 

affect global health. Dr. zur Hausen, Chairman of 

the German Cancer Research Centre, specialises in 
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the study of viruses associated with cancer – 

oncoviruses. His discovery led to the development 

of prophylactic vaccines for HPV. He worked on 

Vaccine‘s 2006 supplement dedicated to HPV 

vaccines and screening.  

 

Floris de Hon, Publisher Of Elsevier‘s Immunology 

and Virology portfolio, said: ―We are delighted and 

proud that Professor zur Hausen has chosen so 

many of our journals to publish his outstanding 
work, and especially his contribution to the unique 

2006 Vaccine supplement.‖ 

 

The other half of that prize went jointly to 

Françoise Barré-Sinoussi and Luc Montagnier of 

France for their discovery of the human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV) that causes AIDS. 

 

Professor Tsien served as a plenary lecture speaker 

at the Ninth Tetrahedron Symposium held in 

Berkeley, California, in July. With the aid of GFP, 
scientists have developed ways to watch processes 

previously invisible to the eye, such as the spread of 

cancer cells and the development of nerve cells in 

the brain.  

James Milne, Publisher of Elsevier's Organic and 

Inorganic Chemistry portfolio, said Dr. Tsien‘s 

Tetrahedron presentation ―was very well received, 

with constructive discussion concerning the 

building of molecules to help image tumours and 

clots. Little did the audience know that just weeks 

later he would be announced as a Nobel Prize 
recipient.‖ 

 

Paul Krugman‘s theory, known as the ‗new 

economic geography,‘ addresses issues at the heart 

of today‘s world economy, such as free trade, 

globalization and worldwide urbanisation. His 

Elsevier publications include chapters in the 

Handbook of Industrial Organization, Vol. 2 and 

Handbook of International Economics, Vol. 3. 

 

To honour the achievements of Dr. zur Hausen and 

Dr. Krugman, Elsevier will make their work freely 
available online. (623) 

 

Elsevier’s strategic priorities 
… 

1 Build world-class content: Provide world-leading 

content, be the best home for scientific and medical 

authors and editors.  
 

2 Get closer to our customers. 

 

3 Deliver productivity-enhancing online solutions. 

 

4 Focus on high-growth segments. 

 

5 Drive organisational efficiencies. 

 

6 Invest in our people  

… (624) 
 

Lawsuits against Google yield settlement  
Elsevier helps forge landmark agreement that will 

expand online access for millions of books while 

compensating copyright holders 

The Google Book Search program has enabled 
people to search for millions of publications, 

including those of Elsevier, and view excerpts 

generated by Google scanning published material 

from certain libraries. However Google was not 

obtaining permission from publishers and authors 

for the library content.  

 

In 2005, five major publishers and the Authors 

Guild sued Google over the practice. 

Google argued that its only use of the scanned 

material was for search-engine indexing and the 
display of ―snippets,‖ and that because such small 

amounts of content were being displayed, the 

activity was a ―fair use‖ under copyright law. 

But the publishers and authors argued that the 

scanning of entire published works for a 

commercial purpose – such as the augmentation of 

search engine tools – could never be a fair use. 

After two years of negotiations, a settlement was 

reached that is expected to benefit all parties, 

including authors, publishers, libraries, researchers 

and casual Internet users. It was announced October 

28 by the Association of American Publishers 
(AAP), the Authors Guild and Google.  

 

Highlights of the agreement 

The settlement involved the payment by Google of 

$125 million to authors and publishers and to set up 

the mechanisms for licensing contemplated under 

the agreement. 

Google will work with publishers, authors and 

libraries to expand access to books and other 

written materials in the United States from the 

collections of various libraries participating in 
Google Book Search. To uphold the rights of the 

copyright holders, the agreement provides an 

efficient way for them to control how their 

publications are accessed online (including the 

option to remove or opt out certain publications) 

and enables them to be compensated for providing 

access.  

 

In addition, Google will fund the establishment of 

the Book Rights Registry, an independent nonprofit 

organisation that will resolve existing claims by 

authors and publishers. US copyright holders will 
be able to register their publications with the 

Registry and receive compensation from 

institutional subscriptions, book sales, ads and other 

revenue models.  

 

―This historic settlement is a win for everyone,‖ 

said AAP Chairman …. ―From our perspective, the 

agreement creates an innovative framework for the 

use of copyrighted material in a rapidly digitising 

world, serves readers by enabling broader access to 

a huge trove of hard-to-find books, and benefits the 
publishing community by establishing an attractive 



 

Fourth quarter 2008   Page 4 of 4 

commercial model that offers both control and 

choice to the rights holder.‖ 

 

Elsevier‘s role 

Elsevier participated in several aspects of the 

negotiations, including the terms and conditions for 

institutional licensing and the discovery that some 

journal content was also being scanned. Three 

senior managers from the Global Academic & 

Customer Relations division took part: Vice 
Chairman YS Chi, Senior VP and General Counsel 

Mark Seeley and Senior VP Karen Hunter. 

 

With respect to journal content, Google has agreed 

to a moratorium of three years, during which they 

will not make further scans of journals and will not 

use the prior scanned content unless authorised by 

the publisher. Elsevier will work actively with other 

journal publishers in the forthcoming negotiations. 

 

Over the next few months, Elsevier will also 
consider whether to participate in some of the 

licensing schemes provided for in the settlement, 

and if so, for what content. ―It may be, for example, 

that we will decide to participate in licensing of our 

older but still in-copyright book content, but not for 

some of our newer works, where we have already 

well-established distribution networks,‖ Mark 

explained. 

… 

―Any compromise involves some give and take on 

all sides,‖ YS said, ―but this settlement, on the 
whole, represents real vindication of the principle 

that publishers, working with their authors, should 

be free to set their own terms for access and 

distribution. Publishers and authors want their 

publications to be visible and accessible — but they 

want to do so on their own terms.‖ (625) 

 
 

Fire just got hotter 
Elsevier journal makes headlines after revealing 

that man was making fire long before we thought 

 
A new study published in the September issue of 

Quaternary Science Reviews gives evidence that 

our ancestors could already make fire 800,000 years 

ago.  

 

Until now, the oldest definitive proof that hominins 

were able to make fire dated back half as long, 

400,000 years. … (626) 

 

Elsevier helping to optimise Internet 

search process  
The OKKAM Project will make it easier to find and 

share information online 

 

To simplify and expand access to information for 

scientists, Elsevier is participating in the European 
Union-funded OKKAM Project. OKKAM aims to 

simplify the Internet search process by making it 

easier for people to find and share information 

about specific entities or objects.  

It‘s named after the 14th-century logician William 

of Ockham, whose principle of ―Ockham‘s razor‖ 

holds that the simplest solution is the best. … (628) 

 

Non Solus gets more personal  
Home page introduces dynamic features to keep 

employees up-to-date and informed 

 

The new Non Solus home page went live Monday 

with features designed to make it easier to find out 

what‘s going on throughout Elsevier and in your 

own areas of interest. The additions include feeds 

with the latest posts from Global Announcements, 

My Elsevier News and the Bulletin Board. … (629) 
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