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Elsevier Today to become Elsevier 

Connect 
Starting next week, the employee e-newsletter will 

have new and interactive features 

A weekly HTML newsletter called Elsevier 

Connect will replace the e-mail alert for Elsevier 

Today, and the online edition will offer many more 

features. 

“Employees have so much to say about the issues 
we cover, and some of them have been e-mailing 

me their thoughts,” said Elsevier Today Editor 

Alison Bert. “Now they can share them with their 

colleagues across the company.” (642) 

 

 

 
 

Parisian building pays homage to 

Elsevier 
Historic mosaic frieze features Elsevier alongside 

the names of publishing luminaries  

In the renowned academic district of Saint-
Germain-des-prés, a building that bears the name of 

Elsevier has roots deep in the publishing industry 

and beyond. 

 

In 1847, an association called Le Cercle de la 

Librairie was formed in Paris with the objective of 

reinforcing the cohesion of book professionals, 

including publishers, printers, booksellers and 

paper manufacturers. At the time, the word librairie 

referred to publishing and other book-related 

industries. But more than being a trade 
organisation, Le Cercle was also a club that hosted 

dinners, parlour games, exhibitions and formal 

events such as balls and ceremonies. 

 

By the end of the 1860s, the group needed more 

space. They decided to build the Hotel du Cercle de 

la Librairie, the word hotel meaning palace or 

building. A location was selected on the Left Bank 

of Paris at 117 Boulevard Saint-Germain. 

 

Just under the roof, a mosaic frieze displays the 

name of Elsevier along with the names of other 
publishing pioneers: Johannes Gutenberg, who 

invented the mechanical printing press in the 15th 

century; the Italian printer Alde Manuce, whose 

portable “octovo” books were the 15th-century 

precursor of the modern paperback; and French 

printer Firmin Didot, who revolutionized the book 

industry at the end of the 18th century with the 

invention of the “stereotype,” a metal printing plate 

that made it much cheaper to print books.  

 

The Hotel opened its doors in 1879 – a year before 

the modern company of Elsevier was founded. 
Soon after, Le Cercle began to welcome associate 

members, such as artists, professors, policymakers, 

scientists and writers. That gave the group 

significant influence.  

 

 

 
Over the next century, the Hotel hosted a technical 

library and several charitable organizations. It also 

became a journals and books publisher and the head 
office of nearly 60 professional associations, 

including the French publishers association known 

as the Syndicat National de l’Edition. 

 

The Hotel was sold in 1980, but the Cercle still 

exists. It publishes a wide range of professional 

books and journals, including Livres Hebdo, a 

major resource for booksellers and publishers, and 

the online bibliographic service Electre.com. 

As for the building, it now houses the Presses de 

Sciences-Po, the publishing house for the Paris 
Institute of Political Studies. (642) 
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Elsevier Connect is the new Elsevier 

Today 
Employee e-newsletter encourages information 

sharing – and conversation – across the company 

 

... “Elsevier Connect will encourage sharing of 

information and collaboration and provide an 

opportunity to present more news stories about all 

of the exciting initiatives across the organization,”   

... The design is based on the new “look and feel” 

Ronnit developed for Elsevier, which 
conveys the theme of connection. “The image 

emphasizes the interdependence between 

Elsevier and our customers and also supports 

our motto of Non Solus – not alone,” she 

explained. (643)  

 

Q&A: Elsevier responds to massive 

medical fraud case 
A leading anesthesiology researcher fabricates 

data for journal articles, with major repercussions 

for the literature 

 

Dr. Scott S. Reuben was a pioneer in the field of 

multimodal analgesia, advocating the use of 
painkillers like Celebrex to improve surgical 

outcomes. Now his discoveries are steeped in 

doubt, and 21 of his articles dating back to 1996 are 

being retracted from medical journals, 

including those of Elsevier.  

     Editors of our journals were notified by Baystate 

Medical Center in Springfield, Mass., where Dr. 

Reuben was chief of acute pain medicine. The 

hospital said its investigation revealed that Dr. 

Reuben had fabricated the data that formed the 

basis for his research. The editors have been 
retracting the articles and posting statements on the 

journals’ Web sites. Some 

are also running editorials about the far-reaching 

implications of the fraud on the medical literature. 

 

Glen Campbell, Senior VP of US Health Sciences 

Journals, speaks with Elsevier Connect Editor 

Alison Bert. 

 

Q Is this the biggest falsification of data you’ve 

ever seen? 

A It’s the greatest number of articles I’ve ever seen 
based on falsified idata. In its letter, Bay State 

states that all fabricated data were created under the 

sole control of Dr. Reuben, but it doesn’t tell us the 

amount of fabricated data. Based on the number of 

articles, you would have to assume it was a 

tremendous amount.  

 

Q Do you have concerns about the reputation of 

our journals? Do we have any culpability? 

A I don’t think we have any culpability. I don’t 

think we have any problem with the reputations of 
our journals if we take the actions we are taking 

with regard to retractions. I think the real concern 

here has to do with how this situation has 

undermined the literature. So many of these articles 

have been cited in other journal articles and/or 

books. I heard from the publisher of Miller’s 

Anesthesia that they spent an entire weekend 

searching for references to the articles in question. 

The new edition of the book was about to go to 

press, and they had to delete all of the references to 

the questionable articles. 

 

Q So as a publisher, there’s nothing we could have 
done to prevent this? 

A It really is out of our hands. Ultimately, this kind 

of fraud must be uncovered at the institutional 

level. If there’s a question about the possibility of 

an article being plagiarized or fraudulent, it’s 

really incumbent on the institution where the 

research was conducted to do the investigation.  

 

Q How have patients been affected?  

A Baystate is very clear that this had no 

implications for patient care. (643) 
 

A Soviet chess cartel in the post-war 

era?  
Elsevier’s latest Journal of Economic Behavior & 

Organization takesa closer look at whether players 

from the former Soviet Union acted as a cartel in 

international tournaments – intentionally drawing 

against one another, or even throwing games to 

whichever member of their group happened to be 

“in form,” in order to focus efforts against non-

Soviet opponents. 

  

Data included all games of FIDE events and the 
Soviet national 

championship from 1940 to 1978. Among their 

findings: draws were significantly more frequent 

among Soviet players in international tournaments 

than between the same players in all-Soviet events. 

This paper is the first to provide strong statistical 

evidence of the notion of a Soviet cartel. (643) 

 

New partnership improves health care 

decision making 
Elsevier is combining the clinical information from 

First Consult with the order sets of Zynx Health to 

help medical providers choose the best treatment 

regimens for their patients 
 

A new partnership between Elsevier and Zynx 

Health gives physicians the ability to access 

complementary clinical decision support content 

from two leading providers at the same time, 

improving the efficiency of their workflow and the 

quality of their decision making for patients. 

Both companies provide online clinical decision 

support to health practitioners, helping them make 

critical decisions at the point of care. And both use 

continually updated research based on clinical 
evidence to ensure that physicians are getting the 

most reliable information.   
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Elsevier’s First Consult provides brief answers to 

physician’s queries by allowing them to quickly 

search our content. For customized search results, it 

can be integrated with the patient’s electronic 

medical record.   

Zynx Health’s order sets, known as  

ZynxOrder, provide checklists with 

recommendations based on clinical and regulatory 

guidelines, helping physicians select the best 

regimens and dosages and reduce the risk of errors. 
… (644) 

 

20 Elsevier journals among ‘Top 100’ of 

past century 
Special Libraries Association to honor Cell, The 

Lancet and other key biomedical journals at 

Centennial Conference 

Twenty journals published by Elsevier, many on 

behalf of renowned societies, have been nominated 

to the Top 100 Journals in Biology and Medicine 

by the Special Libraries Association (SLA). The list 

is compiled by the 680-plus members of the 

Biomedical and Life Sciences Division, who select 
what they consider the most influential journals in 

biology and medicine over the last 100 years. The 

Journal of the Century and the winners of this 

prestigious award will be announced on June 16th 

...Established in 1909 to serve librarians specialized 

in business, government, social agencies, and 

academia, the SLA is now an 11,000-member 

professional organization of subject specialist 

librarians, information managers and publishing 

industry representatives.  

"We are tremendously honored and proud to have 
so many journals and society partners recognized 

for excellence by the SLA's community of 

information pioneers," .... "All of the journals that 

are on this list are outstanding, reflecting a thriving 

and fiercely competitive biomedical and life 

sciences research community and the publishing 

community's support that is driven to advance 

scientific discovery." ... (644) 

 

Learning to respect the environment 
Reed Elsevier’s Global Environmental Manager 

shares some simple ways to make your office – and 

world – greener  

 

 

To live a green life is simpler than you might think, 

says Mark Gough, Global Environmental Manager 

for Reed Elsevier. He coined the acronym 

RESPECT to remind people of basic things they 

can do to protect the environment. ... (645) 

 

Elsevier battles Internet pirates – you 

can help 
New form on Non Solus allows employees to report 

online piracy and copyright infringement – and find 

out what happens 
An author calls you in a state of panic. Her latest 

book – just published last week amid great 

anticipation from her professional community  is 

already available online on one of the many illicit 

file-sharing sites.  

Another author reports that the answers to tests in 

his medical textbook are being auctioned on eBay.   

Yet another scholar complains that his article 

published in a leading  Elsevier science journal is 

being sold illegally online with a collection of other 

important articles in his field. 

These are just a few examples of the now  familiar 
problems of electronic piracy, illegal  online sales 

and copyright infringement, which are afflicting 

scientific publishing with increasing scope and 

frequency. 

Authors are understandably upset about the illegal 

exploitation of their work and often ask, “What is 

Elsevier doing to address this problem?” 

 

What you can do 

Employees can now report copyright breaches with 

an easy-to-use Infringement Reporting Form on 
Non Solus. Elsevier’s Legal Department created the 

form to make reporting easier and more efficient 

and to expedite enforcement under the various 

programs Elsevier has put in place. Users will be 

notified automatically when the incident has been 

resolved. ... 

 

What else are we doing? 

Over the past year, Elsevier has created programs to 

combat various forms of online piracy, some of 

them in partnership with other publishers and trade 

groups. To address rampant eBook piracy, Tony 
Woltermann, Manager of EDIT Application 

Support in Dayton, Ohio, has directed an outside 

Internet investigation team, which has been 

performing automated searches and mass 

“takedowns” of infringing material.  

In another program, Floyd Smith, Litigation Legal 

Assistant in New York, has been working with 

Tony to address reports of improper eBay auctions 

of instructors’ manuals, test banks, and regionally 

restricted international editions of textbooks, 

removing offending auctions and bringing targeted 
law suits against certain sellers.  

Elsevier has also been combating commercial sites 

that flout copyright law or deal in stolen content.   

... (646) 
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Study: ‘E-journals represent good value 

for money’ 
When universities and research institutes invest in 

online journals, researchers put them to good use, 

according to a new report   

Online journals have given researchers 

unprecedented access to scholarly articles, but what 

effect have they had on the ways in which 

researchers seek information? Do they provide 

good value for the money, and what are the wider 

benefits for universities and research institutions?  
... It takes an in-depth look at how researchers in 

the UK use electronic journals, the value they bring 

to universities and research institutions and the 

contribution they make to research productivity, 

quality and outcomes. It concludes that researchers 

find the information they need quickly and 

efficiently, and that higher spending on and use of 

e-journals is linked to significantly better research 

outcomes. ... 

According to key findings: 

•E-journals represent good value for the money.  

•Journal expenditure correlates with greater usage.  
•Journal use and expenditure correlate strongly and 

positively with research outcomes.  

 

Elsevier’s involvement 

Elsevier has been supporting this study by 

providing ScienceDirect log-file data to the 

research team at CIBER. “Our involvement in this 

study is consistent with our test-and-learn 

philosophy,” ...“This is the first large-scale study 

that has attempted to look at the relation between 

journal use and outcomes. It helps to demonstrate 
the value of journals for institutions and libraries 

investing in information resources.”  

We’re also helping to publicize the results with 

articles in Editors’ Update and Library Connect and 

presentations at upcoming workshops. ...(647) 

 

Australia and Germany select Scopus to evaluate 

research   

 

They join a growing international community that 

uses data from Elsevier’s abstract and citation 

database to make decisions about funding and 
research development 

 

The government research institutes of Australia and 

Germany have both chosen Scopus Custom Data to 

measure the research efforts of their countries. They 

are among a growing number of nations who use 

Scopus to gain insight into their research needs and 

accomplishments, including Brazil, Japan, Korea, 

Portugal, Russia and Syria. 

Scopus is the world’s largest abstract and citation 

database of peer-reviewed literature. Scientists use 
it to keep track of research published in their fields; 

nations use it to evaluate the output of their 

scientific communities. Often, governments use 

Scopus to identify their most active authors and 

institutions when deciding which to fund.  

 

Australia and Germany select Scopus to 

evaluate research   
They join a growing international community that 

uses data from Elsevier’s abstract and citation 

database to make decisions about funding and 

research development 

The government research institutes of Australia and 

Germany have both chosen Scopus Custom Data to 

measure the research efforts of their countries. They 

are among a growing number of nations who use 
Scopus to gain insight into their research needs and 

accomplishments, including Brazil, Japan, Korea, 

Portugal, Russia and Syria. 

Scopus is the world’s largest abstract and citation 

database of peer-reviewed literature. Scientists use 

it to keep track of research published in their fields; 

nations use it to evaluate the output of their 

scientific communities. Often, governments use 

Scopus to identify their most active authors and 

institutions when deciding which to fund. ... 

“Through this relationship, we hope to open doors 

for Australian universities by giving them a better 
understanding of where they stand in the research 

playing field, and where to invest scarce resources.”  

... 

“Making the right investment decisions is an 

integral part of achieving scientific breakthroughs 

and we are confident we can deliver valuable 

insight through Scopus.” (648) 

 

New pricing plan for new kind of product 

What is value-based pricing?... 

Traditionally, Elsevier has priced products to 
market, factoring in how much it cost to develop 

and produce them or what a competitor charges for 

similar products. With value-based pricing, the 

price is based on the value the product delivers – 

how much time or money it can save the customer 

or how much it can improve the decision-making 

process. ... (649) 

 

Elsevier hits the big screen 
Tree logo makes a cameo in Angels and Demons, 

invoking the values Elsevier was built upon 

It’s not often that Elsevier meets Hollywood, but 

now our history plays a role in one of the world’s 

top-grossing films. 

In Angels and Demons, a fast-paced adaptation of 

Dan Brown’s novel and sequel to The Da Vinci 

Code, Tom Hanks plays Robert Langdon, a 

professor of religious iconology at Harvard who 
discovers evidence of the resurgence of an ancient 

secret society called the Illuminati. According to 

Langdon, the Illuminati consisted of peaceful 

scientists who wished to advance free thinking, but 

turned violent after the Roman Catholic Church 

killed and purged the “worldly” heretics in the 17th 

century. Now, they have returned for vengeance. 

They abduct four cardinals and steal a laboratory’s 

monumental creation of antimatter, threatening to 

use its explosive properties to obliterate Vatican 



 

Second quarter 2009   Page 5 of 6 

City. 

Before Langdon begins his non-stop romp through 

sacred tombs and ancient churches in an effort to 

rescue the cardinals and find the “time bomb” of 

antimatter, he must first visit the Vatican library to 

uncover clues in an old text written by one of the 

earliest Illuminati: Galileo Galilei. As Langdon 

pulls a volume called Diagramma Veritatis 

(Diagram of Truth), he explains that Galileo was 

tried on several counts of heresy in the early 1600s, 
causing his work to be banned in Italy. His work, 

Langdon says, was smuggled out of Rome and 

published in Holland. 

On the cover of Diagramma Veritatis, clearly 

visible on the movie screen, is 

the logo of the House of Elzevir, Elsevier’s 

namesake. 

Brown’s historical fiction is notorious for 

containing controversial facts and half-truths. While 

we have no record that the House of Elzevir 

published Diagramma Veritatis, the reference may 
be a tribute to the fact that Elzevir did publish one 

of Galileo’s works: Discorsi e dimostrazioni 

matematiche, intorno a due nuove scienze 

(Dialogues concerning two new sciences). This 

document, which is considered to be the first 

important discussion of modern physics, was 

secretly sent to the Elzevirs to be published in 1638 

during the Inquisition. The Elzevirs took the risk of 

being prosecuted but knew that losing the text 

forever would have been detrimental to science.   

Today, Elsevier’s logo is modeled after the logo of 
the House of Elzevir. One interpretation of this 

symbol is that the tree represents publishers, and 

the vine represents scholars like Galileo. The logo 

reinforces the message that publishers are needed to 

provide sturdy support for scholars, just as scholars, 

the vine, are needed to produce fruit. 

Elsevier has always been a supporter of science and 

researchers. Even amidst the frenzied battles in 

Angels and Demons, it is clear that while we are 

not the main actors, we have been a quiet force of 

progress for hundreds of years. 

 

 
 (650) 
 

Print versus electronic – and the verdict 

is … 
 

ScienceDirect and the University of Aberdeen 

hosted a seminar live and online to debate the 

merits of e-books versus traditional books  

ABERDEEN, Scotland – While S. C. of 

ScienceDirect eloquently described e-books as “a 

gateway to knowledge discovery,” not everyone at 

this symposium shared his enthusiasm for the new 

technology. Bestselling author John Boyne (The 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas) said he feared being 

electrocuted in the bath – or worse, having his e-

book reader destroyed by grains of sand on the 

beach. ... 

 

The objective was to start a discussion on the 

impact of technology on the printed book. With the 

commercial success of Amazon’s Kindle  

E-Book Reader, and the growing appetite for long-

form reading material in electronic format, have we 

finally reached the point when readers will make 

the shift from the printed word to the e-book? ... 
(651) 

 

RE Cares Amsterdam takes elderly 

people for historic walk 
Participants visited centuries-old locales, sharing 

stories and legends along the way 

... 

Pushed along in their wheelchairs by volunteers, or 

walking arm in arm with one of them, 18 elderly 

people went for a city walk in Amsterdam with 20 

volunteers.  

The walk started at the Beguinage – in one of the 

oldest inner courtyards of Amsterdam and the only 
court in the capital city that was founded during the 

Middle Ages. ... (652) 

 

Elsevier named ‘Most Influential 

Publisher of the Last 100 Years’ 
The Special Libraries Association selected 20 

Elsevier titles for its Top 100 Journals in Biology 

and Medicine 

WASHINGTON, DC – Elsevier was named “The 

Most Influential Publisher of the Last 100 Years in 

Biomedicine and the Life Sciences” at the Special 

Libraries Association’s (SLA) Centennial 

Conference yesterday. 

“Elsevier won … because time and time again it 
has been brave, bold and collaborative,” ... 

“In 1946, the Netherlands is still covered in World 

War II bomb rubble, and Elsevier decides that this 

is the perfect time to start the first truly 

international journal of biochemistry. Whether you 

were a former old Axis scientist or an Allied one, 

whether your leader was Stalin or Truman, and no 

matter which China or Germany you came from, if 

your research was really good enough, it would be 

welcomed into Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. I 

am sure other publishers thought Elsevier was 
crazy, when instead they were being visionary. …” 
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Accepting the award on behalf of Elsevier, Vice 

Chairman Youngsuk “YS” Chi remarked: “While 

Elsevier is greatly honored to be recognized by the 

SLA, we see the publisher’s role as that of a long-

term supporting actor to the researchers. They are 

the ones who make the discoveries that advance 

science and bring journals to life as authors, editors 

and reviewers. Elsevier will use this honor to 

reaffirm our passion for excellence as we continue 

to serve the needs of the research community.” 
In addition, 20 journals published by Elsevier, some 

on behalf of prestigious societies, were selected for 

the SLA’s Top 100 Journals in Biology and 

Medicine. 

Established in 1909 to serve librarians specialized 

in business, government, social agencies, and 

academia, the SLA is now an 11,000 member 

professional organization of subject specialist 

librarians, information managers and publishing 

industry representatives. (653) 

 

Elsevier’s strategic priorities 
This is the fourth in a series about our six strategic 

priorities. We are taking an in-depth look at what 

they mean and how they’re shaping our future.  

1 Build world-class content.  

2 Get closer to our customers. 

3 Deliver productivity-enhancing online solutions. 
4 Focus on high-growth segments. Drive growth by 

expanding our reach in high-opportunity segments 

and regions. 

5 Drive organizational efficiencies. 

6  Invest in our people. 

 

Going where the growth is 

At Elsevier, we’re pursuing growth by expanding 

our reach and investing in high-opportunity market 

segments and regions 

... 
Health Sciences: focussing on Clinical Decision 

Support 

CDS tools help health care professionals find the 

answers they need to improve patient care. 

... 

Science & Technology: exploring new territory 

Accelerated Growth strategy involves reaching out 

to a wider range of professionals and industries 

... 

Government: building new relationships 

As part of its Accelerated Growth strategy, S&T is 

focusing on the governments of the US and Japan 
– the world’s largest R&D spenders 

... 

Corporate Markets: making our content  

relevant to industry 

Key segments are Pharma-Biotech, Oil & Gas and 

Alternative Energy 

... 

Emerging markets:being a global partner    

We’re growing by supporting growth in Asia, 

Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Latin America 

... 

 
Summary: investing in the future 

 

Elsevier will continue to focus on our core science 

and health business, but with continued emphasis 

on the highest-growing segments, disciplines and 
geographies. We will invest in these areas 

organically by developing products and dedicating 

people to serve those markets and through 

acquisitions.      

Our transition from traditional publisher to 

solutions provider is allowing us to enter high-

growth markets, such as Oil and Gas, pharma-

biotech and the health care markets served by our 

Clinical Decision Support offerings. However, this 

shift requires an investment of time and resources, 

requiring our company to save money in other 

ways. Part 5 of this series will focus on our fifth 
strategic priority: Drive organizational efficiencies. 

(654) 
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