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Soliciting positive reviews ‘a serious 

error in judgment’ 
Elsevier responds to media reports after an 

employee’s e-mail to authors violates our 

publishing ethics 

 

An incident that violates Elsevier’s core values 
has company representatives responding to 

media reports after it ignited a round of 

negative comments in the blogosphere. 

On June 19, an e-mail went out on behalf of 
the Life Sciences Marketing team to 

contributors for three new books. It requested 

that they or their colleagues post “5-star” 
reviews on Amazon or Barnes and Noble and 

offered a $25 Amazon gift card as 

compensation. 
 

One of the recipients forwarded the e-mail to 

his friends and colleagues, and it soon made it 

to the blogosphere. Elsevier responded by 
providing information to the media and 

employees. 

Tom Reller, Director of Corporate Relations, 
issued a statement to the media about 

Elsevier’s policy: "Encouraging interested 

parties to post book reviews isn't outside the 
norm in scholarly publishing, nor is it wrong to 

offer to nominally compensate people for their 

time; some of these books are quite large. But 

in all instances, the request should be unbiased, 
with no incentives for a positive review, and 

that's where this particular e-mail went too 

far." (655) 

 

Elsevier launches Procedia 

Soliciting positive reviews ‘a serious 

error in judgment’ 
These online publications give worldwide 

exposure to conferences and the research 

presented at them 

 
Let’s say you’re holding a conference. Leading 

scholars from around  the world will present 

papers on their cutting-edge research. People 
who attend – and many more who do not – will 

want to read about what these experts have to 

say. 

That’s where Procedia come in. They allow 

conference organizers to have the proceedings 
published online, where they are available free 

of charge on ScienceDirect. They are billed as 

a fast and cost-effective way for conferences to 
provide maximum exposure for papers and the 

related conference. Manuscripts must be 

approved before publication. S&T Journals 

recently introduced Procedia in Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, Energy, Physics, 

Chemistry, Engineering, Computer Science 

and Environmental Sciences…(655) 

 

Research4Life makes profound 

impact in developing world 
New study reveals 194% increase in 

research output in six years 

A new research impact analysis has 

demonstrated a dramatic rise in the number of 
articles published in peer-reviewed journals by 

scientists in the developing world since 2002, 

when a program Elsevier helped create was 

introduced. … (656) 

 

Elsevier journals’ relative impact 

reaches record high 
Stable article share but increased citation 

share revealed in latest annual study 

The 2009 Article & Citation Share Analysis by 

Elsevier’s Research & Academic Relations 

department offers a complete picture of 
Elsevier’s position in the market in 2008. The 

extensive report, running to almost 700 pages, 

is based on an in-house database derived from 
Thomson Reuters’ article and citation data. 

Compared to last year, Elsevier’s article share 

has remained steady at 25.5 percent. However, 
citation share – a measure of influence – has 

increased from 24.6 percent to a record high of 

25 percent. That has resulted in a relative 

impact (impact compared to the world average) 

of 0.99, the highest level in over a decade. 
The current data are the first to show a clear 

effect on Thomson Reuters’ indexing policy in 
response to the launch of Scopus in late 2004. 

From 2006 to 2008, Thomson expanded their 
journal coverage dramatically, especially for 
regional and local-language journals, adding 

more than 1,300 journals to its database last 
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year. Such a rapid and targeted expansion of 

journal coverage has never been documented 

before, and the parallels with Scopus journal 
coverage policies are too clear to be ignored. 

Research & Academic Relations will begin 

reporting Elsevier’s position in this new, 

”rebased” view of the journal market with next 
year’s report. 

 

Citation share – The share of citations a 
journal or publisher receives compared with all 

other journals or publishers. Frequency of 

citations is one measure of a journal’s 
influence. 

Relative impact – Impact compared to the 

world average. It’s calculated by taking each 

publisher’s impact and dividing by the world 
impact for all publishers. A publisher with a 

relative impact of 1.00 therefore has an impact 

equal to that of the world impact. Relative 
impact allows for easy benchmarking of the 

performance of a publisher against the market. 

Since Elsevier has a relatively large article and 
citation share, it has a great influence on the 

value of the world impact factor and so will 

always tend towards it. (656) 

 

 
 

‘A quantum leap’ for scientific research 
The integration of text-mining technology 

and additional high-quality data sources on 

ScienceDirect accelerates discovery 
New technology on ScienceDirect will enable 

researchers in life sciences, health sciences 

and chemistry to derive more insights from 

ScienceDirect content. … 

 
ScienceDirect’s ability to facilitate the 

textmining process adds value to the many 
stages of a researcher’s workflow in ways 
they may not have imagined. While this 
facility helps develop new skills essential to 

today’s researchers, such as understanding 

parallel research elements and boosting 

multidisciplinary understanding (a key to 

securing modern research grants), researchers 

will also find a bridge to new discoveries 
through automatically generated intelligent 

correlations. 

… (657) 

 

Sorting out America’s housing crisis 
Journal helps Obama administration 

develop housing policy … 

Research published in Elsevier's Journal of 

Urban Economics has helped President 
Obama's administration develop housing 

policy in response to the US housing crisis. … 

The study was published as part of a 
symposium on mortgages and the housing 

crash in the Journal of Urban Economics. The 

full article, “Negative equity and foreclosure: 

Theory and evidence,” is on ScienceDirect. 
This research was also covered recently in 

The Economist. (657) 

 

Experience the ‘Article of the Future’ 
Elsevier introduces prototypes designed to 

make articles more useful to customers 

As a scientist, you peruse hundreds of articles 

searching for information that’s relevant to 
your research. Now, a new way of presenting 

journal content online makes that process 

faster and more efficient. The “Article of the 

Future” project introduced its first two 
prototypes last week. They present articles in a 

non-linear structure, with multimedia features 

and enhanced graphical navigation. By 
clicking on tabs, you can navigate easily 

between article components, viewing the 

introduction, results, figures, references, 
comments and other sections in any order. You 

can find graphics and multimedia in a single 

section as well as within the text, accessing 

more information by scrolling over an image. 
… (658) 

 

Surprising – but it’s science 
This week marks the 100th edition of Flash, 

Elsevier’s headline-grabbing news alert for 

journalists 

Look left. These are highlights from the first 

100 issues of Flash – Elsevier’s news alert that 

features breakthroughs published in Elsevier’s 
journals. It has sparked headlines worldwide 
by making science accessible to the general 

public. The biweekly synopses turn hard 
science into human interest, leading to 

coverage by major media outlets like The 

Economist, the BBC and The New York Times. 
It has even influenced policymakers. In 
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February 2008, Flash 69 featured a study in 

Environmental Pollution claiming that levels 

of arsenic in UK baby rice products were 
above those allowed in Asian countries and 

harmful. The resulting blanket media coverage 

prompted the Food Standards Agency to issue 

a statement recommending further research. 
Elsevier’s Corporate Relations group created 

Flash in 2003. It’s now distributed digitally to 

almost 400 journalists. “We’re continually 
working to improve Flash,” said Flash 

Manager …. “In the same way we’re focusing 

on content innovation as a company, with the 
Article of the Future, we’re hoping to include 

increasingly more multimedia content, like 

images and videos in Flash.” 

 

 
 

(659) 

 

Don’t quit your day job just yet, but ... 
Connect TV's Channel 2 lets you discover 

your inner filmmaker 

With the launch of Channel 2 this week, 
employees have another way to share their 

Elsevier stories with colleagues worldwide. 

For your video, you can feature part of a 
special presentation, a town hall meeting or an 

RE Cares event. You can showcase a product 

demo or launch. You can interview your 

Elsevier colleagues on their area of expertise, 
whether it's customer service, financial 

analysis, office management or leadership 

development. 
"Whatever your story – this is your forum," 

said Connect TV Manager Joyce 

Hobbelink….(660) 

 

People really do walk in circles 
Current Biology article makes global 

headlines by revealing that there’s truth to 

the age-old adage 

With nothing to guide their way, people 
attempting to walk a straight course through 

unfamiliar territory really do end up walking in 

circles, according to a report published online 

on August 20 in Current Biology, a Cell Press 
publication. Although that belief has pervaded 

popular culture, there has been no scientific 

evidence to back it up until now, the 

researchers said. “The stories about people 
who end up walking in circles when lost are 

actually true,” said Jan Souman of the Max 

Planck Institute for Biological Cybernetics in 
Germany. “People cannot walk in a straight 

line if they do not have absolute references, 

such as a tower or a mountain in the distance 
or the sun or moon, and often end up walking 

in circles.” Those circular paths are rarely 

systematic, the researchers show. 

The same person may sometimes veer to the 
left, then again to the right, before ending up 

back where they started from, Souman said. 

That rules out one potential explanation for the 
phenomenon: that circlewalking stems from 

some systematic bias to turn in one direction, 

such as differences in leg length or strength. It 
seems the circles rather emerge naturally 

through “random drift” from where an 

individual thinks straight ahead to be. 

The story was covered by the world’s top 
media outlets, including The New York Times, 

the Associated Press, the BBC, Newsweek, 

Science News and Discover Magazine.... (661) 

 

 
 

 

Elsevier acts to prevent ghostwriting 
Publishers and editors review articles in 

medical journals in response to reports of 

pharma involvement Elsevier’s involvement 

… 

Elsevier’s Health Sciences division wants to 

make sure the articles we’re publishing meet or 
exceed the industry’s editorial standards. In 

light of articles being questioned, such as those 

involving Wyeth, the publishers of several of 

our medical journals are working with the 
journals’ editors to review those articles, 

including the author disclosure statements. 
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Using information provided by The New York 

Times, they’re looking at seven review articles 

in four journals published by Elsevier. Elsevier 
has already taken measures to help ensure the 

integrity of its content. When authors submit 

articles through the online Elsevier Editorial 

System, they are required to disclose any 
funding and editorial help they received and 

check a box that says they have read the 

editorial guidelines for the journal. 
Monitoring publishing ethics is also a major 

aspect of the peer-review process, which is an 

area of responsibility for a journal’s Editor-in-
Chief, or scientific editor. Our publishers often 

guide and support editors with this process. To 

provide additional guidance, Elsevier starting 

listing its journals with the Committee on 
Publishing Ethics (COPE), a forum for 

publishers and editors to discuss issues related 

to the integrity guide and support editors with 
this process. To provide additional guidance, 

Elsevier starting listing its journals with the 

Committee on Publishing Ethics (COPE), a 
forum for publishers and editors to discuss 

issues related to the integrity of the work 

submitted to their journals.  

In addition, Elsevier created a Publishing 
Ethics Resource Kit (PERK) guide and support 

editors with this process. To provide additional 

guidance, Elsevier starting listing its journals 
with the Committee on Publishing Ethics 

(COPE), a forum for publishers and editors to 

discuss issues related to the integrity of the 

work submitted to their journals. In addition, 
Elsevier created a Publishing Ethics Resource 

Kit (PERK). … (662) 

 

Elsevier Women's Network growing by 

word of mouth 
New group has 130 members worldwide; 

Health Sciences CEO Michael Hansen is 

Executive Sponsor 
A group of Elsevier women recently started 

the Elsevier Women’s Network (EWN). 

Although no official launch has taken place, 
more than 130 women have signed up. … 

Recurring themes in the discussions are: 

• Supporting women in navigating their 
careers.  

• Providing global and local networking 

opportunities.  

• Promoting the benefits of a diverse workforce 
to employees and the business. … (663) 

 

 

 

Non Solus turns 10 
The team behind our intranet talks how it’s 

grown and what you can expect going 

forward 

When Non Solus was launched on September 

30, 1999, it served five office locations 
with 10 sites and six applications. Today 

7,000 employees in 70 offices around the world 

use Non Solus for their day-to-day business. It 
hosts 300 sites and over 30 applications. To 

celebrate its 10th anniversary, the team talks 

about what’s changed over the years, and what 

to expect going forward. In their words … 
 

‘Listening to our users’ 

Non Solus started off small. Not only has the 
volume of information on Non Solus 

increased, but its character and functionality 

have changed as well. Thanks to the support 
and feedback of employees, and improvements 

in web technology, our intranet has become a 

much more personalized, interactive tool that 

forms an essential part of the workflow for 
many departments. Employees are now much 

more engaged, and this can been seen in 

the increase in usage: we now have 2 million 
page views a month. The nature of our 

business has become increasingly global, with 

employees around the world working together 
more closely than ever. 

We hope Non Solus has played a part in this. 

… (664) 
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