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Report: downturn in journal launches 
Fewer journals are being introduced across the 

industry, shows a study by Research & 

Academic Relations 

Every year, the Research & Academic 
Relations team does a detailed study of the 
scientific, technical and medical (STM) 
publishing industry, 
... 

This year, they concluded that the economic 
climate has finally begun to affect this aspect 
of the market. The most recent report shows 
2,398 launches for 2008-10 compared to 2,542 
launches for 2007-09. This is the first time 
since this study began in 2006 that a decrease 
in launches was observed; previous reports all 
showed an increase from preceding years. 
Among the key findings of the 2010 report: 
• Since 2008, 2,398 new journals have been 
launched. Elsevier’s 51 new journals from this 
period account for about 2.1 percent of these. 
• About 14 percent of new launches, or 337 
journals, are published by learned societies. 
• 804 new journals were launched online only, 
accounting for more than a third (about 34 
percent) of all new journal launches. 
• Some publishers are taking advantage of 
alternative publishing models to launch 
numerous online-only journals. Several of 
these journals do not follow a strict publication 
schedule and publish few articles. For 
example, some of their websites feature only a 
couple of articles published at the time of the 
launch and have not published further content 
since. (711) 
 

Elsevier publishes first results of 

world’s largest experiment 
As results emerge from the LHC experiments at 

CERN, physicists worldwide are awaiting their 

publication 

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC), a massive 
particle accelerator at the European 
Laboratory for Nuclear Research (CERN) near 
Geneva, Switzerland, began colliding protons 
and anti-protons at energies never reached 
before in March. Four separate experiments 
are expected to elucidate the nature of matter 
and perhaps change for good the way we think 
about our universe. 
The high energy physics community is eagerly 
awaiting the results from these four 
experiments, known as ALICE, ATLAS, 

CMS and LHCb. Now that they have ramped 
up to full power, the results will be published at 
a rate of 200 to 300 peer-reviewed articles per 
year. All high energy physics journals want a 
piece of this action. 
Elsevier thought of this long before the switch 
was turned on. Recognizing the importance of 
the outcomes for the physics community, 
Elsevier and CERN forged an agreement: 
Elsevier would publish any LHC results with 
“sponsored open access,” meaning that the 
articles would be freely available, but Elsevier 
would waive the usual fee for such an 
arrangement. 
Once the results were ready, the scientists 
behind two of the experiments, ATLAS and 
LHCb, chose Physics Letters B (PLB) to publish 
their first results. “This is a confirmation that  
PLB is one of the top journals in particle 
physics,” said Lucia Franco, Publisher of the 
journal. 
PLB is the only high energy physics journal 
that has published articles from all four LHC 
experiments. But publishing these papers is 
not easy. For one, the largest experiment in 
the world can only run with the support of an 
equally large number of scientists. So the 
author list for each of these articles has more 
than 2,500 names. Plus the affiliations list is 
carefully crafted to reflect the various levels of 
contributions to the experiment. This is a 
challenge for our production staff and 
suppliers. “There are a lot of exceptional steps 
needed, and they must be done really fast,” 
said Jan van Leest, Journal Manager for PLB. 
“It is stressful but also an honor to be able to 
publish these articles.” … (711) 
Copyright 2010 Elsevier. For internal use only. 
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Elsevier’s vision for universal access 
Elsevier is providing broad access to research in 

ways that are sustainable for our business and 

maintain high quality 

This is the first in an ongoing series about 
universal access. 

Elsevier works closely with the scholarly 
community to disseminate high quality 
research. We do this by attracting the best 
authors, facilitating the peer review process to 
ensure the highest possible quality, enabling 
rapid publication and making the content 
accessible by those who need it. 
Over the past decade or so, the Internet has 
made it easier than ever to acquire knowledge. 
It has also created the belief by some that 
information is free to produce and disseminate, 
when in fact high quality content requires 
ongoing investment…. 
 
A good track record 

Elsevier already has an excellent track record 
in providing access to research institutions. For 
example, through our Freedom Collections, 
academic institutions can access all Elsevier 
journals on ScienceDirect, while SciVal 
Showcase allows institutions and funding 
bodies to showcase their research output. We 
also work in partnership with funding bodies 
and institutions to understand and meet their 
changing access needs. 
“We are open to any business model that 
helps us achieve our vision of universal 
access, including open access models,” said 
Alicia. “A sustainable scholarly communication 
system requires a diverse mix of funding 
models and we’re experimenting with a variety 
of approaches.” 
Some examples: 
• More than 500 Elsevier journals offer authors 
the option to sponsor access for non-
subscribers. 
• With the 2010 launch of Elsevier’s first 
author-pays journal, 68 titles are now freely 
accessible on SciVerse ScienceDirect. 
• Research4Life makes 1,600 Elsevier journals 
accessible in over 100 developing countries. 
These and other efforts have been successful: 
recent research shows that 93 percent of 
university and college researchers find it easy 
or very easy to access research in journal 
articles. 
“But access isn’t just about researchers in big 
universities and corporations,” Alicia said. “It’s 
also about opening up our content to other 
people.” 
Elsevier facilitates access to our products 
and websites by visually impaired users, and 
we recently won the first ever Publisher 
Lookup Accessibility award for responding to 
the needs of customers with disabilities. 
Meanwhile the Patient Research portal allows 
access to 100 Elsevier journals for a small fee, 

to help patients and their families and 
caregivers better understand their 
conditions.(712) 
 

YS Chi elected president of International 

Publishers Association 
He will lead a worldwide federation dedicated to 

promoting literacy, copyright and the freedom 

to publish 

FRANKFURT, Germany – The International 
Publishers Association (IPA) General 
Assembly convened last week and elected 
Vice Chairman and CEO of S&T Youngsuk 
“YS” Chi as president…. 
 
Another Elsevier colleague was elected to the 
IPA Board of Directors. Michiel Kolman, Senior 
VP of Global Academic Relations, will serve a 
three-year term…. (712) 
 

All 9 Nobel scientists have Elsevier 

connections 
Elsevier honors their achievements by providing 

free access to the prize-winning research they 

published in our journals 

For more than half a century, the vast majority 
of Nobel Laureates have been active with 
Elsevier, publishing in our journals and serving 
as editors and members of our editorial 
boards. In 2010 – for the second straight year 
– Elsevier has connections with all of the 
award-winning scientists. They will be honored 
at the Nobel Prize Ceremony December 10 in 
Stockholm. 
Medicine 

Robert Edwards was awarded the Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine for the development 
of human in vitro fertilization (IVF) therapy. His 
achievements made it possible to treat 
infertility, a medical condition afflicting more 
than 10 percent of couples worldwide. Since 
the world’s first “test tube baby” was born in 
1978, about 4 million people have been born 
as a result of IVF. Dr. Edwards, Professor 
Emeritus at the University of Cambridge, 
founded the journal Reproductive Bio Medicine 

Online in 2000 and published it independently 
for 10 years. Having developed it and ensured 
its place among the leading journals in the 
field, he began handing over the reins. In 2010 
Elsevier became the publisher of this 
innovative journal. 
Physics 

Andrew Geim and Konstantin Novoselov 
shared the Nobel Prize in Physics “for 
groundbreaking experiments regarding the 
two-dimensional material grapheme.” Geim, 
Professor of Physics at the University of 
Manchester, is an Advisory Board member to 
Physica E: Low-dimensional Systems and 

Nanostructures and former Editorial Board 
member. Both have published many of their 
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own papers with Elsevier, and Geim has 
served as guest editor, organizing several 
topical issues on graphene for Solid State 

Communications. Over the past few years, Geim 
and Novoselov have worked together to 
successfully produce, isolate, identify and 
characterize graphene – the thinnest and 
strongest known material. Its use is expected 
to have a major impact on the development of 
new computers, electronics, materials and 
solar cells. 
Chemistry 

Richard F. Heck, Ei-ichi Negishi and Akira 
Suzuki were awarded the 2010 Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry "for palladium-catalyzed cross 
couplings in organic synthesis.” Palladium-
catalyzed cross couplings are an investigative 
chemical tool that has vastly improved the 
opportunities for chemists to create 
sophisticated chemicals, directly enhancing 
product development in the pharmaceutical 
and electronics industries. They have 
published extensively in our journals, including  
Tetrahedron Letters and the Journal of 
Organometallic Chemistry. 

Economic Sciences 

The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic 
Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel was 
awarded jointly to Peter A. Diamond, Dale T. 
Mortensen and Christopher A. Pissarides "for 
their analysis of markets with search frictions.” 
They developed a theory that can be used to 
answer complex questions such as: Why are 
so many people unemployed at the same time 
there are a large number of job openings? 
How can economic policy affect 
unemployment? Their models help us 
understand the ways in which unemployment, 
job vacancies and wages are affected by 
regulation and economic policy. Their theory is 
also applicable to other areas, such as the 
housing market, monetary theory and family 
economics. Besides publishing many of their 
own papers with Elsevier, Dale Mortensen 
serves on the Advisory Board of Review of 

Economic Dynamics and Peter Diamond is an 
Advisory Board member for the Journal of 

Public Economics. (713) 

 
The 2010 Nobel laureates: Top row: Robert 
Edwards (Medicine), Andrew Geim and 
Konstantin Novoselov(Physics). 2nd row: 
Richard F. Heck, Ei-ichi Negishi and 
Akira Suzuki (Chemistry). 3rd row: Peter 
Diamond, Dale Mortensen and Christopher 
Pissarides (Economics).(713) 
 

If you want to be smart, learn about smart 

content 
Health Sciences is finding new ways to make our 

products at least as smart as the people who use 

them 
For a workflow solution to be useful, customers 

must be able to find answers, not just links to 

documents. To make this possible, we must 

structure information in new ways and provide 

“semantic” search tools that go beyond keywords 

to find related concepts…. 

To make content smart, you have to apply 
some intelligence to it. In this case, you would: 
1. Extract entities (Paris and Hilton). 
2. Look them up in a taxonomy. 
3. Assess order and relevance in the context 
of the article. 
4. Count, sort and cluster the findings to 
display them in the user interface. Easy to say 
– hard to do. … 
 
What is smart content? 

Smart content is “enhanced” and indexed in 
a way that allows users to retrieve the 
information that fits their purpose. ... (714) 
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Elsevier WebShop launches 
New platform offers customized products and 

services for scientists. Can it extend the reach of 

your products? 

The Elsevier WebShop is a platform for 
Elsevier’s authors and individual end-users. It 
aims to offer products and services for all 
aspects of their workflow.It leverages our close 
relationships and contacts with over 1 million 
journal authors and many more end-users who 
use Elsevier’s research for their work.... 
• AuthorOrders, targeting authors at the 
moment of publication, was developed to offer 
individual copies of journal issues, posters 
based on journal articles, and offprints. They 
are produced on demand via a dedicated 
workflow developed in cooperation with the 
Operations division. 
• The Elsevier Language Editing Service allows 
authors to have their articles edited by 
language experts within four business days. 
Customer surveys show high satisfaction, 
confirmed by strong conversion rates. 
What are the benefits? 

The Elsevier WebShop allows us to effectively 
connect with the author and individual end-
user market, offers tools that enable authors 
and researchers to be more successful and 
fosters a more intimate customer relationship 
by offering personal services and support. 
Meanwhile, the flexible platform allows us to 
introduce new products and services in a short 
time span and experiment with new 
technologies. (715) 
 

World’s first conference on ‘mass 

gathering medicine’ 
As host of the annual Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, 

Saudi Arabia leads the way at keeping people 

safe in numbers 

What are the risks? 

Infectious diseases can be transmitted through 
water and food, especially in countries with 
poor health standards. Tuberculosis is a global 
disease that is transmitted through the air. In 
addition, there have been incidences of heat 
exhaustion and dehydration. 
Over the years, the Hajj has experienced 
various health emergencies, from outbreaks of 
typhoid, cholera and meningitis to a stampede 
than killed 346 pilgrims in 2006. As a result, 

the Saudi government has made mass 
gatherings medicine a priority and found new 
ways to keep crowds safer. (716) 
 

 
  

Q&A: Elsevier launches application 

marketplace 
Michelle Lee, Director of SciVerse Applications, 

reveals how apps can create a ‘publishing 

ecosystem,’ spurring collaboration and 

innovation in the scientific community… 

Q How important is it to Elsevier’s business? 

A When you look at the transition of the 
business over time, we were a traditional print-
only publisher, then we released ScienceDirect 
and Scopus, and now you see a focus on 
solutions. SciVerse Applications is continuing 
to push the notion that ’yes, we are a solutions 
provider.’ Our customers are now not just 
buying content subscriptions but they’re buying 
tools. The overall strategy underpinning 
SciVerse is to create a better search and 
discovery experience by enhancing the value 
of our content and providing useful solutions 
specific to our users’ needs and workflow.(717) 
 

Test a product that thinks like a doctor 
Innovative search platform will enable hospital 

physicians to search all of Elsevier’s clinical 

content from one portal 

Health Sciences has just released the 
prototype for an online clinical reference tool 
codenamed Project Evergreen. By allowing 
hospital physicians to search all of Elsevier’s 
medical content plus MEDLINE from a single 
interface, it will eventually replace many of our 
flagship products, like MD Consult and 
Journals Consult. 
About 2,000 physicians and medical librarians 
around the world are taking part in an alpha 
software testing program to improve the 
product before its final release next year. 
Included in the test are 15 hospitals in the US, 
Japan, Australia, India, Singapore, the UK, 
Jordan and the United Arab Emirates....(718) 
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Are the ‘cards stacked against’ young 

researchers? 
Elsevier holds panel at the British Science 

Festival to educate early-career scientists in a 

competitive environment 

It’s a given that early-career researchers are 
the future of scientific knowledge and 
discovery. But what’s not so clear is how they 
will handle the immense pressure to establish 
themselves in an increasingly competitive work 
and funding environment. Does the current 
scientific climate limit young researchers’ 
ability to complete innovative research? 
To answer these questions, Elsevier and 
Sense About Science held a panel discussion 
at the British Science Festival. Elsevier 
sponsored the annual festival, contributing 
$15,000. It’s one of Europe’s largest 
celebrations of science, engineering and 
technology, with over 250 events during a 
week in September. 
The panel discussed the results of Elsevier’s 
researcher survey, conducted by Sense 
About Science and the Research & Academic 
Relations team earlier this year. (720) 
 

Elsevier selling through Google eBooks 
Partnership will make our content accessible to 

a broader audience 

Elsevier has included a large selection of 
eBooks in the newly launched Google 
eBookstore. Our company regards Google 
eBooks as a valuable new distribution channel 
to increase reach and accessibility of our 
scientific and professional eBook content in the 
United States. 
Google eBooks covers more than 3 million 
titles. Users can read purchased book content 
via a web browser on their computer or mobile 
device as well as through native apps for 
devices such as the iPad, e-readers and 
smartphones. Individual publishers can choose 
which titles in their e-book portfolios to sell full 
access to through Google eBooks. 
“Selling a substantial part of our Science & 
Technology eBooks through Google eBooks 
will significantly add to the reach and 
accessibility of our content,” … “The platform 
contains one of the largest e-book collections 
in the world and is compatible with a wide 
range of devices. … We are therefore 
confident that our partnership with Google will 
prove an important step in reaching our 
objective to provide universal access to 
scientific content.” 
At first, not all Elsevier eBooks will be included. 
Elsevier determines on a title-by-title basis 
which books we sell through Google eBooks. 
During the initial stages of the program, 
Elsevier will monitor the impact of Google 
eBooks on overall electronic and print sales in 
comparison with other sources, including other 

online and offline resellers. We expect Google 
eBooks to have a positive effect on the  
distribution of our eBooks, and we’re planning 
to include more titles over time. 
Elsevier was an early participant in Google 
Book Search, a program providing access to a 
small part of our eBooks content for browsing 
purposes only, … 
“We are pleased that Google has now made 
the strategic move to partner with publishers to 
offer customers the option to purchase full 
access to the content which they have 
discovered through Google’s search services,” 
… (721) 
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