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Elsevier launches online catalog of 
16th- to 18th-century books 
Rare books from the Elzevier publishing 
house — including works by Descartes — 
are valuable for scholars 
The Elsevier Heritage Collection comprises 
over 2,000 rare books with more than 1,100 
distinct titles published by the Elzevier 
publishing house from 1580 to 1712. Now 
Elsevier‘s Corporate Relations team has made 
it searchable to scholars around the world. The 
online short-title scholarly catalogue was 
created with the expertise of curatorial 
consultant and digital librarian Donna Sy. 
Nearly 2,000 documentary photographs will 
accompany the online catalogue, illustrating 
the beauty and fine craftsmanship of many of 
the book bindings in the collection. 
… ―Since every book in the collection is in 
many aspects unique, I hope that the online 
catalog will serve as a starting point for 
scholars to make exciting new discoveries in 
the collection.‖ … 

―The Collection represents a tangible 
connection to a great publishing past and 
reminds us of the partnerships forged by 
publishers with the great minds of history.‖ 
 
―Throughout our efforts to make the Elsevier 
Heritage Collection more visible and 
accessible, I‘ve been really amazed at the 
interest shown by colleagues — and not just 
those based in Amsterdam. Clearly it‘s not just 
a dusty collection of books, but relevant to all 
of us in understanding our company history 
and branding. And of course the old vellum 
bindings and ornate illustrations are incredibly 
beautiful‖ 
… (748) 
 

Cell Press delivers 'top-class 
performance' with Impact Factors 
2010 results released; study shows hearing 
at cocktail parties is easier for men 
Cell Press 'established performers' and 
'rising stars' deliver top-class performance 
Whether it's the established, leading journals 
or the youngest rising stars, when it comes to 
Impact Factors, Cell Press delivered a top-
class performance again this year. Cell, Cell 
Press's flagship journal, increased its Impact 
Factor to 32.401 in 2010, according to new 
data released in the Journal Citation Reports 
published by Thomson Reuters. The Impact 
Factor for Cell, a premier research journal in 
cell biology and biochemistry and molecular 
biology, has climbed steadily over the last five 
years. … 

 
(748) 
 

Designing the Article of the Future 
UCD members show how they worked 
closely with users to develop the upcoming 
article format for ScienceDirect 
The Article of the Future is an ongoing project 
that explores better ways of presentingonline 
journal articles and enriching their content. An 
earlier version of the Article of the Future 
format was introduced in 2009 in the Life 
Sciences journals of Cell Press. S&T Journals 
later expanded the project to explore how the 
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concept could be used in Elsevier journals 
from other subject domains. Both efforts were 
undertaken with the help of the Elsevier’s User 
Centered Design (UCD) group…     
    
Design Principles 
The Article of the Future prototypes were 
designed to get maximal user value out of the 
online article. The three guiding principles for 
the new article format are: 
Readability. Make the article the                 
center of the design with clear and 
attractive typography. 
Discoverability. Present content and 
functionality at the right place on the 
screen, at the right time in the user‘s 
workflow. 
Extensibility. Have a generic layout 
that can accommodate subject-specific 
content enrichments without sacrificing 
readability. (749) 
 

Highlights of the new Journal Impact 
Factors 
More than 55 percent of Elsevier's Impact 
Factors increased from the previous year, 
outpacing the industry average 
… 

Every year in June, the much awaited Impact 
Factors are announced in the Journal Citation 
Reports published by Thomson Reuters. The 
Impact Factor is a measure of the frequency 
with which the average article in a journal has 
been cited in a particular year, and it helps to 
evaluate a journal‘s relative importance, 
especially when compared with others in the 
same field. This year, Elsevier saw more than 
55 percent of its journal Impact Factors 
increase from 2009 to 2010, while slightly over 
49 percent of non-Elsevier journals showed an 
increased Impact Factor. In addition, 23 
percent of Elsevier journals were ranked in the 
top 10 percent of their category. … (749) 

Elsevier leads the field in 2010 Impact 
Factors, with 45 percent of our journal IFs in 

the top quartile - more than any other STM 
publisher. Meanwhile, over half of the IFs for 
Elsevier's S&T made the top quartile. 
 

Scientist‘s ideas published 30 years 
after his death 
Or why you should never throw anything 
away 
As tasks go, clearing up the effects of a 
deceased family member do not rate high on 
anyone‘s list of favorites. It is always difficult to 
decide what should be kept and what should 
be disposed of. 
When Robert Burns Woodward died in 1979, 
his children carefully boxed up the notes he left 
— all 699 pages – hoping that one day they 
would prove to be useful. R.B. Woodward won 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1965 ―for his 
outstanding achievements in the art of organic 
synthesis.‖ As a founding Editor of the Elsevier 
journal Tetrahedron, he naturally published 
some of his award-winning research in the 
journal. 
Soon after, he developed another passion: the 
notes he left contained a wealth of information 
on his ideas for organic superconductors. 
A superconductor allows electricity to flow 
without resistance. Although the first 
superconductor had been described in 1911, 
when Woodward was developing his ideas 
superconductors were still at an experimental 
stage and operated at very low temperatures. 
This meant their practical use was limited. 
Woodward believed he could develop an 
organic superconductor that would operate at 
room temperature but died before he could 
complete this work. At the time, none of his 
colleagues showed interest in continuing his 
research in this area. 
One colleague, Professor Robert Williams of 
Colorado State University, had seen the notes 
and was convinced of their worth. In 2000, he 
arranged for them to be scanned, paying 

Woodward‘s 
granddaughters to do this. 
Then he persuaded two 
researchers from the 
University of Alabama,… 
to study the notes. 
The full story is in the 
American Chemical   
Society‘s journal 
Chemical and 
Engineering News … The 
result of this long study 
was a paper just 
published in Tetrahedron. 
… (750) 
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Elsevier helps Saudi Ministry 
disseminate health guidelines for 
Mecca 
Ministry of Health requirements published 
in Journal of Infection and Public Health 
The Saudi Ministry of Health has published its 
2011 "Health conditions for travellers to Saudi 
Arabia for the pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj)" in 
the August issue of the Journal of Infection and 
Public Health (JIPH). The publication informs 
visitors of the full requirements for entry into 
Saudi Arabia. 
The Journal of Infection and Public Health, 
published by Elsevier, is the official journal of 
the Saudi Arabian National Guard Health 
Affairs, King Saud Bin Abdulaziz University for 
Health Sciences and the Saudi Association for 
Public Health. 
Last year The Lancet hosted the world's first 
Mass Gathering Medicine conference October 
23 to 25 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Read about 
it in this Elsevier Connect article. 
The Saudi Ministry of Health plays a critical 
role in the management of the annual Hajj 
pilgrimage, which occurs over a five-day period 
during Dhul-Hijjah, the final month of the 
Islamic calendar. It's the world‘s largest annual 
mass gathering, attracting 2 to 3 million 
pilgrims every year. 
This year's Hajj will be November 4 to 7 Saudi 
Arabia is a world leader in mass gathering 
medicine, and their experience in hosting the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage gives the Saudis a 
unique perspective on how to manage the 
health issues that present in mass gatherings. 
The Ministry of Health urges travelers to read 
the guidelines in their entirety. Here are some 
highlights: 
Yellow Fever: All travelers arriving from 
countries or areas at risk of yellow fever must 
present a valid yellow fever vaccination 
certificate showing that the person was 
vaccinated at least 10 days previously and not 
more than 10 years before arrival at the 
border. 
Meningococcal Meningitis: Visitors arriving 
for the purpose of Umra or pilgrimage or for 
seasonal work are required to produce a 
certificate of vaccination with the quadrivalent 
(ACYW135) vaccine against meningitis issued 
not more than 3 years previously and not less 
than 10 days before arrival in to Saudi Arabia. 
Seasonal Influenza: International pilgrims 
should be vaccinated against seasonal 
influenza before arrival into Saudi Arabia with 
WHO approved strains specific to the northern 
or southern hemispheres. In Saudi Arabia, 
seasonal influenza vaccine is recommended 
for internal pilgrims, particularly those with pre-
existing health conditions, and all staff working 
in the Hajj premises. 

Health Education: Health authorities in 
countries of origin are required to provide 
information to pilgrims on infectious diseases 
symptoms, methods of transmission, 
complications, and means of prevention. 
Food: Hajj and Umra performers are not 
allowed to bring fresh food in to Saudi Arabia. 
Only properly canned or sealed food or food 
stored in containers with easy access for 
inspection is allowed in small quantities, 
sufficient for one person for the duration of his 
or her trip.… (752) 

A supplicating pilgrim at Masjid al-Haram, the 
mosque built around the Kaaba ("cube"). In 
this image from 2003, thousands of pilgrims 
circumambulate the Kaaba in a ritual known as 
Tawaf. (Photo by Ali Mansuri for Wikimedia 
Commons) 
 

The Lancet explores impact of 9-11 
Special issue on the consequences of the 
terrorist attacks draws major media 
coverage 
In The Lancet 9-11 Anniversary Issue, experts 
in a variety of fields reflect on the events of 
9/11, with research, review and opinion pieces 
on the short-term and longterm physical, 
mental and public health consequences of the 
terrorist attacks. The research papers report on 
not only US domestic health effects but some 
of the international consequences. 
The issue was led by North American 
Senior Editor …, supported by the Lancet 
team, based in London. 
Some highlights: 
*Respiratory illnesses and post-traumatic 
stress disorder are known to have affected 
victims of the attacks, and data show that nine 
years after the attacks, rescue and recovery 
workers continue to have substantial physical 
and mental health problems. 
*No excess overall mortality is shown, although 
high levels of exposure to injury or to the dust 
cloud are linked to increased risk of all-cause 
and heartdisease- related mortality. 
*An excess of cancer cases is reported in 
firefighters who survived the disaster,which 
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may have implications for policyon eligibility for 
compensation. (In July, a US government 
report concluded that there was insufficient 
evidence to link cancer rates to exposure to 
toxins at Ground Zero.) 
*New data on battlefield ethics and casualties 
in civilians and coalition soldiers in Iraq are 
presented, while Arab- Muslim refugee health 
in the USA and public health preparedness are 
reviewed. … (753) 
 
 

Open access: how Elsevier stacks 
against the competition 
Think we’re behind on open access 
models? You might be surprised … 
Elsevier‘s stance has always been to get 
content to those who need it in ways that can 
be sustained over time – what we refer to as 
universal access. … 
The competition 
When people think of ―open access,‖ they are 
usually referring to four publishing models: 
*Author pays – Journals in which authors pay 
a fee to have their articles published and freely 
available. 
*Delayed access – Journals that make 
content available to non-subscribers after a 
time delay. 
*Sponsorship – Journals with a sponsorship 
option are traditional subscription titles which, 
after acceptance, offer the author an option to 
sponsor access to non-subscribers. More than 
1,100 Elsevier journals now offer authors the 
option to sponsor access to their articles. 
*Manuscript posting – Authors can voluntarily 
post their preprints or accepted author  
manuscripts to personal websites and 
institutional repositories. 
Open access start-ups, such as BioMed 
Central, have since been acquired by more 
established publishers. Meanwhile established 
publishers — including Elsevier, Nature, 
Oxford University Press, SAGE and Wiley — 
have also developed new open access 
publishing programs. 
The Public Library of Science (PLoS) remains 
independent and publishes seven journals 
including PLoS One, an author-pays open 
access journal. The success of PLoS is often 
pinned on its exclusive reliance on open 
access models..However, the success of PLoS 
in fact appears to be its author-friendly 
services and its ability to publish very quickly. 
Where we stack up 
Compared to other publishers, Elsevier has the 
most number of sponsored journals: 1,100. 
Elsevier also has just over 30 delayed access 
journals, and our manuscript posting policy has 
been awarded the highest ―green‖ status 
because we allow researchers to post their 
author manuscripts on their personal websites. 

Elsevier is also becoming very active in author-
pays. We have four author-pays journals with 
16 more in development. (753) 
 

Going green€ –€ and getting wet 
As water becomes the new oil, Elsevier’s 

environmental portfolio is growing fast 
For this article,…interviewed Philippe 
Terheggen,…, about how Elsevier is 
expanding its “green” portfolio to meet the 
needs of a growing market.For S&T Journals, 
green coverage is becoming greener – and 
larger. Journal portfolios have doubled in size 
in three years. 
Ten green conferences have been added 
since 2010. And Elsevier is forming alliances 
with academic institutions, government 
agencies, policy bodies and industry. Elsevier‘s 
green portfolio comprises 84 journals directed 
by six publishers, who receive 56,000 article 
submissions every year. It carries flagship 
journals such as Chemosphere, Aquaculture, 
Forest Ecology and Management, Journal of 
Hydrology and Science of the Total 
Environment. 
Within this field, Elsevier has an influential 
citation share of 36 percent. One could ask, 
―What will the flagship journals be in 10 or 20 
years from now?‖ It is likely that these will be 
the titles that are built on long-term societal 
needs. In green sciences, this means climate 
changes, environmental impact and 
sustainable resources. 
In many of these journals, the percentage of 
both submitted and accepted articles is 
increasing by double digits. With these areas 
in mind, the ―green‘‘ publishers are rolling out a 
new cluster of 15 journals in water 
management, climate, environment and 
biological resources. They include Water 
Resources & Industry,      Water Resources & 
Economy, Algal Research, Global Food 
Security, Urban Climate, Weather & Climate 
Extremes, and Environmental Innovation. 
‘Water is the new oil’ 
Elsevier is also considering creating four 
additional water journals. In fact, the water 
market is a good example of what‘s at 
stake.‖Water is the new oil, ranking high on the 
agenda of global decision makers,‖ 
… ―With the pressure of climate change and 
population growth, and the need to manage 
our water resources, information needs are 
changing, too.‖ The potential for growth in this 
sector is substantial; it includes firms active in 
hydrology engineering, aquaculture, water 
equipment, wastewater management, 
desalination and more, and they need access 
to the most reliable information. 
Our journals articles are written by experts in 
all these fields, and we‘re in a position to 
deliver this growing body of information as 
part of our customers‘ workflow. 
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Growth strategy 
―For our growth, we have a long-horizon 
vision, toward which we are taking many 
short-term steps,‖ said Philippe Terheggen, 
…(754) 
 

Online lectures to explore ‗Future of 
Research Communications‘ 
Ten pioneers in science publishing will 
present their work and discuss how it relates 
to our business 
Anita de Waard…, writes about trends in 
research communications… 
As the internet has become an all-pervasive 
communication tool and social networking is 
ubiquitous, scientific research has become 
increasingly dependent on new developments 
in information technology. Throughout the 
world, a growing number of researchers are 
devoting themselves to improving the format of 
the scientific research article. Coming from 
different fields, they are investigating many 
different approaches, ranging from linked data 
and ontologies to language-processing 
technologies and new ways of storing and 
presenting content. 
This fall and winter, Elsevier Labs is presenting 
a 12-part online lecture series devoted to  
exploring some of these new technologies and 
developments. 
Labs has invited 10 prominent academics from 
top-ranking institutions who are pioneering 
novel ways to communicate research. After 
presenting their work, the speakers will 
participate in a Q&A session to help 
participants explore how these innovative 
efforts will affect our business. The speakers 
were chosen to represent different viewpoints 
that directly affect our business. Topics 
covered will focus on three core aspects of 
science publishing innovation: 
1. Experiments and developments regarding 
new forms of publication, 
2. Closer integration of research papers and 
research data and scientific workflows,  
3. Rethinking rights, attribution and access 
and business models. 
New units of publication 
The scientific paper as the unit of 
communication is being rethought. Smaller 
units of publication are being proposed, and 
some forms of multimedia are being exploited,  
such as three-dimensional figures and 
animations. Also, new capabilities of PDFs are 
being explored. Three lectures will cover these 
developments. 
Closer workflow and data integration 
Authoring, review, submission and editing tools 
are not keeping up with technological and 
social developments, and experts generally 
agree that more (semantically) intelligent 
software is needed to improve the authoring 
and annotation process. There are increasing 

efforts to house, validate and improve access 
to research data and work on better integration 
with workflow tools and executable papers. 
Three talks will cover significant initiatives 
pertaining to these issues. (756) 
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