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Elsevier’s Nobel Laureates                                                                                                                                        
All 9 science laureates have Elsevier 
connections; Elsevier provides free access 
to their prize-winning research 
… 

Over the years, the vast majority of Nobel 
laureates have published in our journals and 
books. Our Nobel authors have included 
Alexander Fleming, honored in 1945 for his 
discovery of penicillin, and Linus Pauling, who 
won both the Chemistry and Peace prizes. 
In 2011, Elsevier once again has connections 
with all of the award-winning scientists. They 
will be honored at the Nobel Prize Ceremony 
December 10 in Stockholm, on the date of 
Alfred Nobel‘s birthday. 
The prize in Physiology or Medicine was 
awarded half to Bruce A. Beutler and Jules A. 
Hoffmann "for their discoveries concerning the 
activation of innate immunity" and half to Ralph 
M. Steinman. 
Dr. Steinman died last Friday, just three days 
before the Nobel committee called to tell him 
he was selected for the prize. Dr. Steinman's 
research opened the doors to our nderstanding 
of how the adaptive immune response is 
initiated and shaped in response to different 
pathogens. He ultimately developed an 
experimental vaccine he used to treat his own 
pancreatic cancer. 
Dr. Steinman published in many Elsevier 
journals, co-wrote a chapter in Dendritic Cells: 
Biology and Clinical Applications, and 
contributed a chapter to the The Mouse in 
Biomedical Research. 
Dr. Beutler and Dr. Hoffman wrote numerous 
articles for Cell Press journals, and Dr. 
Hoffman is a member of Cell Host & 
Microbe‘s editorial board. 
The prize in Physics was awarded to Saul 
Perlmutter, Brian P. Schmidt and Adam G. 
Riess. These laureates discovered that – 
contrary to what was believed – the expansion 
of the universe is actually accelerating. The 
implication of the discovery is that three 
quarters of the universe remains an unknown 
form of energy, called dark energy.They have 
published in Elsevier journals including Physics 
Reports, Progress in Particle and Nuclear 
Physics, New Astronomy Reviews, and 
Astroparticle Physics. 
The prize in Chemistry was awarded to 
Dan Shechtman "for the discovery of 
quasicrystals." He altered how chemists 

conceive of solid matter.Shechtman published 
in the Ultramicropsy,Materials Letters, Acta 
Materialia, Diamond and Related Materials, 
Acta Biomaterialia,Metal Powder Report and 
others. 

The prize in 
Economic 

Sciences was 
awarded to 
Christopher A. Sims 
and Thomas J. 
Sargent. They 
developed methods 
that help 
policymakers and 

researchers answer crucial questions about 
GDP, inflation and investments.  
Both have contributed to books such as the 
Handbook of Monetary Economics, and have 
published in journals including the Journal of 
Econometrics, the Journal ofMonetary 
Economics, and European Economic review. 
Sargent also serves on the Editorial Advisory 
Board for the Review of Economic Dynamics. 
Both have contributed to books such as the 
Handbook of Monetary Economics, and have 
published in journals including the Journal of 
Econometrics, the Journal of Monetary 
Economics, and EuropeanEconomic review. 
Sargent also serves on the Editorial Advisory 
Board for the Review ofEconomic Dynamics. 
(758) 
 

Invoice processing is changing 
New system is designed to be more 
reliable, with more timely and accurate 
reporting and lower maintenance costs 
… 
Processing and paying invoices is about 
spending money, not earning it. That‘s why 
the Global Finance team wants it to be as fast 
as possible while being accurate. … 
 
What’s new? 
Instead of introducing yet another piece of 
software, we are extending the use of the 
Oracle E-Business Suite to support automated 
matching for purchase-order (PO)-based 
invoices. 
The system will link supplier invoices received, 
to POs previously approved. As long as 
everything matches fine, no further business 
approval will be required. As a result, business 
users will only be asked to approve invoices if 
no purchase order was raised in the first place, 
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or if the invoice amount or quantities don‘t 
match what was originally specified on the PO. 
No purchase order, no pay 
The ability for purchase orders to be 
automatched with invoices will reduce the level 
of manual intervention currently required and 
supports Elsevier‘s No Purchase Order, No 
Pay policy. Adherence to the policy means 
that invoice payment is only a button click 
away…. 
Benefits to the business 
Improved product reliability. 
Lower cost of ownership. By removing our 
reliance on another third-party vendor,we save 
on maintenance and support and license and 
supplier management. 
Invoice visibility. Invoices will be visible from 
the point of scanning, which makes accruals 
possible. 
Licensing Freedom. You can now send an 
invoice to anyone who has an Oracle account. 
If they don‘t have an account,they can get one 
at zero cost. 
Current approver data. Daily PeopleHUB 
feeds into Oracle will result in up-to-date 
employee, supervisor and hierarchical 
information, thereby always allocating to a 
valid approver. … (759) 
 

The way we were 
Set the time machine to the year 1948 
Recently, Head of Corporate Internet Services 
Clive Ewing discovered a 1948 Elsevier 
complete catalog in an archive. Clive has 
helped organize the Elsevier complete 
catalogs since 1982 — on paper, online and 
on CD-ROM. This is the first in his series for 
Elsevier Connect. 
Elsevier‘s 1948 catalog shows a scientific 
publishing company with world-wide intentions, 
but just 41 book titles and five journals. Today, 
we have more than 20,000 book titles and 
2,500 journals. Still, this is probably the first 
catalog that shows an Elsevier familiar to us, 
with editorial boards and everything in English. 
Dutch professors have a large share, but 
Europeans and Americans are also 
represented. 
Two of our important journals were launched in 
1947: Biochimica et Biophysica Acta (BBA) 
and Analytica Chimica Acta (ACA). Today, 
they are major scientific journals, but back 
then, an annual subscription cost less than 
$10.Subscription orders were to be sent to 
Elsevier Book Company, Inc., at 215 Fourth 
Ave, New York 3, NY. Fourth Avenue is now 
known as Park Avenue, and the address is 
just seven blocks north of Elsevier‘s current 
New York office. 
 
After World War II, Elsevier fills a void 
Before the war, most scientific journals were in 
German, and after the war, the business was 

in ruins. Elsevier saw an opportunity to fill the 
void by creating journals published in English 
with an international reach. These included 
ACA and BBA. A half century later, Elsevier 
was named The Most Influential Publisher of 
the Last 100 Years by the Special Libraries 
Association. "Elsevier won ... because time 
and time again it has been brave, bold and 
collaborative," stated …, Director of SLA's 
Biomedical and Life Sciences Division …. 
"In 1946, the Netherlands is still covered in 
World War II bomb rubble, and Elsevier 
decides that this is the perfect time to start the 
first truly international journal of biochemistry. 
Whether you were a former old Axis scientist 
or an Allied one, whether your leader was 
Stalin or Truman, and no matter which China 
or Germany you came from, if your research 
was really good enough it would be welcomed 
into Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. I am sure 
other publishers thought Elsevier was crazy, 
when instead they were being visionary." 
 

In 1948 ... 

The average cost of a new house was $7,700 
(in the US) and £1,751 (UK).                        
The vinyl LP record was launched. 
Velcro and transistor radios were introduced. 
The movie The Treasure of the Sierra Madre 
was released, with the classic line ―Badges? 
We ain't got no badges.We don't need no 
badges. I don't have to show you any stinking 
badges.‖ 
Orville Wright died, and Mahatma 
Gandhi was assassinated. 
(760) 
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Pierre Vinken, former Elsevier CEO, 
dies at 83 
Once a brain surgeon, he developed 
Elsevier into a leading international 
publisher 
Dr. Pierre Vinken was CEO of Elsevier NV 
from 1979 to 1995 and co-chair of the Reed 
Elsevier Board of Directors until 1999. 
As a neurosurgeon, Dr. Pierre Vinken knew the 
value of Elsevier's books and journals. As chief 
executive of Elsevier NV, he led an era of 
unprecedented growth, supported the merger 
with Reed Elsevier and had the vision to 
develop Reed Elsevier into a leading 
international professional publisher. He died on 

Friday at age 83. 
Pierre came to 
Elsevier in 1972 with 
the acquisition of 
Excerpta Medica, 
where he was a 
director. He was 
also known to 
Elsevier as series 
editor of the 
Handbook of 
Clinical Neurology, 
which he founded 
with George Bruyn, 
serving in that role 
from 1968 to 2002. 
He served on the 

Board of Directors of Elsevier NV and later as 
CEO for 16 years until his retirement in 1995. 
At the time,Elsevier NV was a separate 
publically traded company until the merger with 
Reed International in 1993.Those who worked 
with him talk about the energy he put into 
building our journal business. 
―As a neurosurgeon, Pierre Vinken understood 
scientific journals and the role they play," said 
Karen Hunter, Senior VP Emeritus. "He put a 
great deal of pressure on Elsevier 
management to expand its journal program. 
His strategy was always very clear: 
‗Subscription, non-inventoried products, 
please.‘‖ 
After the merger, Pierre served as Chairman of 
the Supervisory Board of Elsevier NV and co-
chair of the Board of Directors of Reed Elsevier 
plc until 1999. He also co-wrote a booklet 
about the Non Solus logo, which talks about its 
history and meaning. Apparently, Imagary and 
symbology were of great interest to him. 
In 2001, he published an article in The Lancet. 
But it was not about the clinical aspect of 
medicine. In "How the heart was held in 
medieval art," he explores heart imagary and 
symbolism in the works 14th- and 15thcentury 
artists, including the origin of "the scalloped 
shape of the St. Valentine heart." (762) 

Is there a downside to being 
bilingual? 
Study tests who can process words faster; 
… 
In race between bilinguals and 
monolinguals — who can access words 
faster? 

An experiment featuring 15 English speakers 
and 15 Welsh-English bilinguals shows it takes 
slightly longer for the bilingual participants to 
sort out English and pseudowords in a timed 
exercise. 
In a world economy sporting few global 
boundaries, having the ability to speak multiple 
languages can certainly be a competitive 
advantage. These individuals can speak to a 
diverse group of people about their products 
and services, help translate and bridge 
communication gaps. Could there be a 
downside then to bilingualism? 
In Elsevier‘s new issue of Brain &Language, 
researchers investigate the consequences of 
the word processing speed on semantic 
access in bilinguals. In short, they wanted to 
see how quickly monolinguals and bilinguals 
could identify the difference between English 
words and pseudowords. 
The participants, which included 15 native 
English speakers and 15 native Welsh-English 
bilinguals, were tasked with an exercise that 
asked them to count the number of letters in 
the fake words and disregard the English 
words. 
Results showed that both groups were equally 
good at letter counting and detection of the 
pseudoword, but monolinguals were faster 
than bilinguals. The measure of electrical 
activity of the brain during the task revealed 
that bilinguals accessed to the meaning of the 
disregarded English words (even if it was not 
required to do the task) while monolinguals did 
not. 
―This suggests that bilinguals cannot 
discriminate between pseudowords and words 
without accessing semantic information,‖writes 
lead researcher Clara Martin. ―Monolinguals, 
on the other hand, can dismiss English words 
on the basis of subsemantic information. ( 763) 
 

Elsevier relative impact reaches 
record high 
Increase is a consequence of Elsevier's 
journal publishing and new product 
development strategy 
Article share — the proportion of 2010 world 
articles published by a given publisher in 2010. 
Citation share — the proportion of 2006-2010 
world citations received by articles published 
by a given publisher in 2006 to 2010. 
Relative impact — this is a five-year impact 
measure (2006-2010) for any given publisher 
relative to the world average five-year impact 
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(2006-2010). The world benchmark is set at 
1.00 and is an aggregate value, not a mean. 
Therefore, a relative impact of less than 1.00 
indicates that a publisher‘s output is below 
average. The relative impact allows for easy 
comparison of the performance of a publisher 
relative to its competitors. A publisher with a 
relatively large article and citation share, such 
as Elsevier, can heavily influence the world 
average impact simply by comprising a large 
proportion of the world‘s article and citation 
totals. 
The latest edition of Research & Academic 
Relations‘ annual Article and Citation Share 
Analysis shows a record-high relative impact 
measure of 1.06 for Elsevier. 
 
New grapher tool 
This year a new Excel-based tool has been 
released with the report to allow users to 
extract insights from the market analysis data 
quickly and easily. This grapher tool contains 
two charts: 
 
Top 10 publishers for 2006-2010 citation share 
and their positions in a main group or subject 
category, selected from two drop-down menus. 
Journal positions in a selected subject 
category. … 

 
This marked increase in citation impact is a 
consequence of Elsevier‘s journal publishing 
and new product development strategy: 
although Elsevier published fewer articles in 
the subset of Elsevier journals indexed by 
Thomson Reuters, there is a clear focus on 
highly citable research. 
In the Science & Technology division, 
Elsevier‘s relative impact increased from 1.03 
in 2009 to 1.07 in 2010, driven by a citation 
share increase (+0.6 percentage points to 
27.1% in 2010) and article share decrease (-
1.4 percentage points to 24.1% in 2010). 
In the Health Sciences division, 
Elsevier‘s relative impact increased from 1.00 
in 2009 to 1.04 in 2010, with citation share 
increasing by +0.6 percentage points to 24.2% 
in 2010 and article share decreasing by -0.3 
percentage point to 22.8% in 2010. (765) 

 

A crash course in peer review 
What it is, why it's being challenged, and 
how Elsevier is improving it 
.. 

A few months ago, the Guardian published 
an article called ―Publish or Perish: Peer 
Review and the Corruption of Science.‖ It 
attacks the effectiveness of peer review — 
something our very business relies on. 
The age-old institution of peer review has 
come under fire. In some cases, criticism is 
being hurled by sources with an agenda who 
don‘t have all the facts straight, as in the 
Guardian article. In other cases, it‘s coming 
from people in the field who have ideas on 
how the process can be improved. Whatever 
the case, it‘s important to listen and know how 
to respond. Peer review is important to 
Elsevier. It‘s largely responsible for the high 
quality our journals are known for, and it‘s one 
major way we contribute to the scientific 
community. 
What is it? 
Peer review is a process by which scientists 
vet each other‘s work. Scientific authors submit 
articles to journals. If the journals are ―peer 
reviewed,‖ the editor of the journal finds 
―peers‖ of the author to review the article. 
Often called referees or reviewers, these are 
fellow researchers who assess the articles 
and make recommendations. 
―Peer review is the foundation of science,‖ 
… ―It‘s not about gate keeping, though that‘s a 
part of it. It‘s about genuinely trying to help 
discovery in your field.‖ 
Today, publishers‘ networks and industry 
experience play a crucial role in this process. 
Elsevier, for example, publishes more than 
2,000 journals and employs hundreds of 
editors. The online Elsevier Editorial 
System (EES), launched in 2004, helps 
editors manage manuscripts and helps 
reviewers submit their revisions. In a world of 
more than 7 million researchers, science 
needs publishers to connect the right 
researcher to the right journal for review. 
What are the challenges? 
It’s not perfect. There are about 15,000 
journals out there, and you can bet that the 
peer review process for some of those journals 
is not as strict as it should be. 
There’s too much work. Researchers are 
swamped with requests. More articles are 
being published than ever, and there has been 
a massive increase in articles submitted from 
Asia. 
The process can be improved. 
Researchers find it cumbersome to receive 
requests to review poorly written articles or 
articles outside their area of expertise. 
Editors need help. It‘s not easy finding 
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scientists and then getting them give feedback 
in a timely fashion amid their busy schedules. 
All subject fields are not created equal. 
Papers on clinical studies need very strict 
review because the information will be used to 
treat patients. Life science articles are often 
published quickly because the field changes so 
rapidly. Physics research is already vetted by 
fellow physicists before the paper is even 
submitted to a journal. The pain points with 
peer review in each subject can vary. 
But what do researchers think? 
In 2009, Elsevier‘s Research & Academic 
Relations team in partnership with Sense 
about Science surveyed more than 4,000 
researchers to find out what they thought 
about peer review. (766) 
 

The science behind marijuana laws 
States that allow medicinal use have higher 
rates of abuse and dependence; … 
State medical marijuana laws and 
marijuana use, abuse and dependence – is 
there a link? 
Marijuana is the most frequently used illicit 
substance in the United States. Most often 
used for recreation, marijuana is also used to 
reduce symptoms from medical conditions. 
Controversy over the use of marijuana for 
medical reasons has meant that US states 
have taken different approaches to laws 
regarding medical marijuana use. 

Several US states have enacted laws 
permitting the use of marijuana for medical 
purposes, and many more continue to debate 
such laws, but little research is available to 
inform the debate. To fill this gap in 
knowledge, a new paper featured in Elsevier‘s 
Drug and Alcohol Dependence examined 
whether there is a relationship between state 
laws allowing marijuana use for medical 
purposes, and state prevalence of non-medical 
marijuana use, abuse and dependence. The 
researchers tested this question by comparing 
rates of marijuana use and abuse/dependence 
in states with and without laws allowing  
marijuana use for medical purposes. The data 
came from a national survey of over 34,000 
adults conducted in 2004-05. 

Overall, the study indicates that states allowing 
medical marijuana use had significantly higher 
rates of marijuana use, abuse and 
dependence. … (767) 
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